PROPOSED  ACT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  HOUSING  OF 
THE  PEOPLE  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 


The  Women's  Municipal  League,  October,  1917. 


PART  I. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc. 

Sec.  1.  Housing  Department  Created;  Housing  Commis¬ 
sioner.  There  shall  be  in  the  City  of  Boston  a  department  to 
be  called  the  housing  department,  which  shall  be  under  the 
charge  of  a  housing  commissioner.  The  commissioner,  who 
must  be  specially  qualified  for  his  duties  by  training  and  experi¬ 
ence,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  four  years 
and  shall  receive  a  salary  of  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  Bureaus.  There  shall  be  in  the  housing  department  a 
new  building  bureau,  an  old  building  bureau,  a  legal  bureau  and 
a  bureau  of  records. 

The  new  building  bureau  shall  file,  record  and  examine  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  light,  ventilation  and  sanitation  of 
dwellings  hereafter  altered  or  erected,  and  of  buildings  to  be 
altered  or  reconstructed  for  use  as  dwellings.  It  shall  inspect 
all  such  dwellings  and  buildings  in  the  course  of  construction 
or  alteration,  and  record  all  violations  of  this  act  in  respect 
thereto. 

The  old  building  bureau  shall  inspect  all  completed  dwellings 
and  record  all  violations  of  this  act  found  therein. 

The  legal  bureau  shall  be  charged  with  the  enforcement  of 
this  act,  handling  all  court  cases  and  cases  involving  the  vaca¬ 
tion  of  houses  or  the  revocation  of  licenses. 

The  bureau  of  records  shall  contain  records  of  every  dwell¬ 
ing  in  the  city,  to  be  kept  in  the  manner  and  form  prescribed  by 
the  commissioner.  It  shall  also  be  charged  with  the  licensing 
of  multiple  dwellings. 

Sec.  3.  Deputy  Commissioners,  Officers  and  Employes. 
The  commissioner  shall  have  power  to  appoint  and  in  his  dis¬ 
cretion  to  remove  the  chiefs  of  the  four  bureaus  established  in 
Section  2. 

The  chief  of  the  old  building  bureau  and  the  chief  of  the 
new  building  bureau  must  have  had  experience  in  housing  and 
sanitation  and  be  persons  of  recognized  standing  in  their  pro¬ 
fession  or  calling. 

The  chief  of  the  bureau  of  records  must  be  a  statistician  of 
recognized  standing. 

The  chief  of  the  legal  bureau  must  be  a  lawyer  of  recognized 
standing. 

The  chief  of  the  old  building  bureau  shall  be  first  deputy 
commissioner  and  shall  during  the  absence  or  disability  of  the 
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commissioner,  possess  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties 
of  the  commissioner  except  the  power  of  making  appointments 
and  removals. 

The  chief  of  the  new  building  bureau  shall  be  second  deputy 
commissioner,  and  in  the  absence  or  disability  of  both  the  com¬ 
missioner  and  the  first  deputy  commissioner,  shall  possess  all 
the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  commissioner  ex¬ 
cept  the  power  of  making  appointments  and  removals. 

The  commissioner,  within  the  limits  of  his  appropriation,  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  and  remove,  subject  to  the  requirements 
of  the  civil  service  law,  such  subordinate  officers,  assistants  and 
employes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  performance  of 
his  duties  as  said  commissioner. 

In  the  new  building  bureau  there  shall  be  not  less  than  two 
plan  examiners  and  not  less  than  ten  inspectors. 

In  the  old  building  bureau  there  shall  be  not  less  than  sixty 
inspectors. 

In  all  bureaus,  there  shall  be  such  clerks,  stenographers,  and 
messengers  as  are  necessary  to  perform  the  duties  thereof. 
All  such  officers  and  employes  shall  be  subject  to  the  supervision 
of  the  commissioner  and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  are  as¬ 
signed  by  him. 

Sec.  4.  Offices  and  Expenses.  The  commissioner  may 
provide  offices  for  the  use  of  the  departmentment,  its  bureaus 
and  the  branches  thereof.  Such  commissioner  may,  subject  to 
the  other  provisions  of  this  act,  make  such  incidental  and  addi¬ 
tional  expenditures,  having  due  regard  to  economy,  as  the  pur¬ 
poses  and  provisions  of  this  act  may  require.  Any  employe, 
for  any  neglect  of  duty,  or  failure  properly  to  perform  his  duty, 
for  violation  of  rules,  or  neglect  or  disobedience  of  orders,  or 
incapacity,  or  absence  without  leave,  may  be  punished  by  the 
commissioner  by  forfeiting  or  withholding  pay  for  a  specified 
time,  or  by  suspension  from  duty  without  pay ;  but  this  pro¬ 
vision  shall  not  be  deemed  to  abridge  the  right  of  said  commis¬ 
sioner  to  remove  or  dismiss  any  inspector  or  other  subordinate 
from  the  service  of  the  department  at  any  time  in  his  discretion. 

Sec.  5.  Records  in  Department.  The  housing  commis¬ 
sioner  shall  provide  a  system  for  keeping  the  records  of  dwellings 
by  card  catalogue  and  street  number,  or  otherwise.  Such  rec¬ 
ords  shall  include : 

1.  A  diagram  of  each  dwelling  and  of  the  lot  on  which  it  is 
situated,  showing  the  shape  of  the  building,  its  width  and  depth, 
also  the  measurements  of  the  unoccupied  area,  showing  shafts, 
courts,  yards  and  other  open  spaces.  Such  diagram  shall  include 
a  diagram  of  the  second  or  typical  floor  of  the  building,  showing 
the  sizes  and  arrangement  of  the  rooms,  and  all  doors,  stairs, 
windows,  halls  and  partitions,  and  of  any  other  floors  on  which 
variations  occur. 

2.  A  statement  of  the  date  or  the  approximate  date  when 
the  building  was  erected. 

Sec.  6.  Annual  Report.  The  commissioner  shall  make  an 
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annual  report  at  some  time  prior  to  the  first  day  of  February 
of  each  year  to  the  mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  of  all  the  op¬ 
erations  of  his  department  for  the  year  ending  on  the  preceding 
thirty-first  day  of  December. 

Sec.  7.  Uniforms  and  Badges.  The  commissioner  shall 
designate  a  suitable  uniform  to  be  worn  by  inspectors.  He  shall 
also  provide  a  badge  of  metal,  with  a  suitable  inscription  thereon, 
and  require  it  to  be  worn  by  the  inspectors  and  officers  of  the 
department. 

Sec.  8.  Reports  of  Inspectors.  Each  of  such  inspectors 
shall  report  in  writing,  at  least  once  in  each  week,  to  the  com¬ 
missioner.  The  form,  manner  and  scope  of  such  reports  shall 
be  prescribed  by  the  commissioner.  Such  reports  shall  be  filed 
in  the  department. 

Sec.  9.  Proofs,  Affidavits  and  Oaths.  Proofs,  affidavits 
and  examinations  as  to  any  matter  arising  in  connection  with 
the  performance  of  any  of  the  duties  of  the  housing  department 
may  be  taken  by  or  before  the  housing  commissioner,  or  his 
deputy,  or  such  other  person  as  he  may  designate ;  and  such  com¬ 
missioner,  deputy  or  other  person  may  administer  oaths  in  con¬ 
nection  therewith. 

Sec.  10.  Power  of  Attorney  for  the  Department.  The 
chief  of  the  legal  bureau  of  the  housing  department  shall  sue 
for  and  collect  all  penalties,  and  take  charge  of  and  conduct 
all  legal  proceedings  imposed  or  provided  by  this  act,  and  all 
other  housing  laws,  regulations  and  ordinances.  All  suits  or 
proceedings  instituted  for  the  enforcement  of  the  several  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act,  or  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  imposed  by 
this  act,  shall  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  housing  department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  by  such  counsel.  The  penalties  recovered 
shall  be  paid  to  such  counsel.  He  shall  on  the  first  of  each  month 
render  to  the  commissioner  an  itemized  statement  of  all  moneys 
collected  by  him,  and  pay  over  the  same  to  the  housing  commis¬ 
sioner.  He  shall  at  the  same  time  render  a  statement  of  the 
necessary  disbursements  incurred  or  paid  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  actions  and  proceedings  instituted  by  him.  The  housing 
commissioner  shall  pay  monthly  the  amount  of  such  moneys 
so  collected  to  the  collector  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Sec.  11.  Punishment  for  False  Returns  and  Deceptive 
Reports.  Any  inspector,  officer  or  employe  of  such  housing 
department  who  shall  knowingly  make  thereto  a  false  or  decep¬ 
tive  report  or  statement  in  connection  with  his  duties,  or  shall 
accept  or  receive  any  bribe  or  other  compensation  as  a  condition 
of  or  an  inducement  for  not  faithfully  discovering  or  fully  re¬ 
porting  or  otherwise  acting  in  accordance  with  his  duty  in  any 
respect,  or  shall  accept  or  receive  any  gratuity  from  any  person 
whose  interests  may  be  affected  by  his  official  action,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  punishable  by  imprisonment  for 
not  more  than  one  year  and  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars.  If  such  officer,  inspector  or  employe  be  con¬ 
victed  of  such  offense,  he  shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  in  addition 
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all  compensation  due  or  to  become  due  from  such  department. 

Sec.  12.  Falsely  Personating  an  Officer.  If  any  person, 
not  an  officer,  inspector  or  employe  of  such  department,  or  acting 
under  the  authority  thereof,  falsely  represents  himself  as  such, 
or  if  any  person  shall  use,  wear  or  display,  without  authority,  any 
shield  or  other  insignia  or  emblem  such  as  is  worn  by  such  an 
officer,  inspector  or  employe,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Sec.  13.  Transfer  of  Powers  of  Other  Departments.  All 
the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  now  possessed  by  the  building  de¬ 
partment  with  respect  to  the  light,  ventilation  and  sanitation  of 
dwellings  to  be  erected  or  altered,  are  hereby  transferred  to  and 
conferred  upon  the  housing  department.  All  the  rights,  powers 
and  duties  now  possessed  by  the  health  department,  or  the  build¬ 
ing  department,  with  respect  to  the  sanitary  inspection,  improve¬ 
ment  and  maintenance  of  completed  dwellings,  are  hereby  trans¬ 
ferred  to  and  conferred  upon  the  housing  department.  Such 
rights,  powers,  and  duties  as  are  now  possessed  by  the  fire  de¬ 
partment  and  police  department  with  respect  to  the  prevention 
of  incumbrance  or  obstruction  of  fire  escapes  in  dwellings  are 
hereby  transferred  to  and  conferred  upon  the  housing  depart¬ 
ment.  The  housing  department  is  hereby  charged  with  en¬ 
forcing  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  except  as  otherwise  pro¬ 
vided  herein. 

Sec.  14.  Transfer  of  Property,  Etc.,  from  Other  Depart¬ 
ments.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  housing  department  hereby 
created,  and  upon  notice  thereof  from  the  housing  commissioner 
to  the  department  of  health  and  department  of  building,  such 
books,  papers,  records,  and  other  matters  belonging  to,  or  in  the 
custody  of,  such  departments  of  health  or  buildings,  and  used 
in  such  departments  in  connection  with  dwellings,  as  the  housing 
commissioner  may  require  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  be  transferred  by  such  department  of  health  and  de¬ 
partment  of  buildings  to  the  housing  department  hereby  created. 

Sec.  15.  Co-operation  of  Other  Departments.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  all  city  departments  at  all  times,  when  requested 
so  to  do,  to  co-operate  with  the  housing  department,  and  to  fur¬ 
nish  such  department  with  such  information,  reports  and  as¬ 
sistance  as  may  be  required. 

Sec.  16.  Details  of  Men  to  Assist  Tenement  House  De¬ 
partment.  The  police  commissioner,  upon  the  requisition  of 
the  housing  commissioner,  shall  detail  to  the  service  of  said 
housing  department,  for  the  purposes  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  acts  relating  to  dwellings,  suitable  officers  and  men  of  ex¬ 
perience  of  at  least  five  years’  service  in  the  police  force,  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  number  of  officers  and  men  so  detailed  shall  not 
at  any  time  exceed  twenty,  and,  provided  further,  that  the 
housing  department  shall  pay  monthly  to  the  police  department 
a  sum  equal  to  the  pay  of  all  officers  and  men  so  detailed.  These 
officers  and  men  shall  belong  to  the  sanitary  company  of  police, 
and  shall  report  to  the  housing  commissioner.  In  making  such 
detail  the  police  commissioner  shall  give  preference  to  those  offi- 
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cers  and  men  who  have  belonged  for  not  less  than  five  years 
to  the  sanitary  company  of  the  police  assigned  to  the  department 
of  health.  All  other  officers  and  men  so  detailed  shall,  whenever 
the  housing  commissioner  so  requests,  be  selected  from  those 
who  have'  passed  a  competitive  civil  service  examination  for 
their  qualification  for  this  service.  The  housing  commissioner 
may  report  back  to  the  police  department  for  punishment  any 
member  of  said  company  guilty  of  a  breach  of  order  or  discipline, 
or  of  neglecting  his  duty,  and  thereupon  the  police  commissioner 
shall  detail  another  officer  or  man  in  his  place,  and  the  discipline 
of  the  members  of  the  sanitary  company  shall  be  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  police  department,  but  at  any  time  the  housing  com¬ 
missioner  may  object  to  any  member  of  said  sanitary  company 
on  the  ground  of  inefficiency,  and  thereupon  another  officer  or 
man  shall  be  detailed  in  his  place. 

Sec.  17.  Saving  Clause.  Nothing  in  this  chapter  shall  affect 
or  in  any  way  impair  any  act  done  or  right  accruing,  accrued 
or  acquired,  or  liability,  penalty,  forfeiture  or  punishment  in¬ 
curred  prior  to  the  time  this  act  takes  effect,  but  the  same  may 
be  asserted,  enforced,  prosecuted  or  inflicted,  as  fully  and  to 
the  same  extent  as  if  the  housing  department  had  not  been  cre¬ 
ated,  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  department  of  health, 
the  department  of  buildings,  and  the  police  department,  in  re¬ 
spect  to  dwellings  and  the  laws,  rules  and  ordinances  relating 
thereto  had  not  been  transferred  to  such  housing  department, 
as  provided  in  this  chapter.  All  actions  and  proceedings,  civil 
or  criminal,  commenced  under  or  by  virtue  of  statutes  or  ordi¬ 
nances  creating'  and  conferring  powers  and  imposing  duties  on 
such  department  of  health,  department  of  buildings,  and  police 
department,  in  respect  to  dwellings  and  for  the  enforcement 
of  laws,  rules  and  ordinances  relative  thereto,  and  pending  im¬ 
mediately  prior  to  the  taking  effect  of  this  chapter,  may  be 
prosecuted  and  defended  to  final  effect  by  the  housing  department 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  by  such  department  of  health, 
department  of  buildings  or  police  department,  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed.  All  such  actions  and  proceedings  shall  be 
prosecuted  and  defended  in  the  name  of  the  housing  depart¬ 
ment. 
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PART  II 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Sec.  18.  Definitions.  Certain  words  in  this  act  are  defined 
for  the  purposes  thereof  as  follows.  Words  used  in  the  present 
tense  include  the  future ;  words  in  the  masculine  gender  include 
the  feminine  and  neuter ;  the  singular  number  includes  the  plural 
and  the  plural  the  singular ;  the  word  “person”  includes  a  cor¬ 
poration  as  well  as  a  natural  person. 

(1)  Dwelling.  A  “dwelling”  is  any  house  or  building  or 
portion  thereof  which  is  occupied  in  whole  or  in  part  as  a  home, 
residence  or  sleeping  place  of  one  or  more  human  beings,  either 
permanently  or  transiently. 

(2)  Classes  of  Dwellings.  For  the  purposes  of  this  act 
dwellings  are  divided  into  the  following  classes:  (a)  “private- 
dwellings,”  (b)  “two-family-dwellings,”  and  (c)  “multiple-dwell¬ 
ings,” 

(a)  A  “private-dwelling”  is  a  dwelling  occupied  by  but  one 
family  alone. 

(b)  A  “two-family-dwelling”  is  a  dwelling  occupied  by  but 
two  families  alone. 

(c)  A  “multiple-dwelling”  is  a  dwelling  occupied  otherwise 
than  as  a  private-dwelling  or  two-family  dwelling. 

(3)  Classes  of  Multiple-Dwellings.  All  multiple-dwell¬ 
ings  are  dwellings  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  are  divided 
into  two  classes,  viz.,  Class  A  and  Class  B. 

Class  A.  Multiple-dwellings  of  Class  A  are  dwellings  which 
are  occupied  more  or  less  permanently  for  residence  purposes 
by  several  families  and  in  which  the  rooms  are  occupied  in  apart¬ 
ments,  suites  or  groups.  This  class  includes  tenement  houses, 
flats,  apartment  houses,  apartment  hotels,  bachelor  apartments, 
studio  apartments,  duplex  apartments,  kitchenette  apartments, 
and  all  other  dwellings  similarly  occupied  whether  specifically 
enumerated  herein  or  not. 

Class  B.  Multiple-dwellings  of  Class  B  are  dwellings  which 
are  occupied,  as  a  rule  transiently  as  the  more  or  less  temporary 
abiding  place  of  individuals  who  are  lodged,  with  or  without 
meals,  and  in  which  as  a  rule  the  rooms  are  occupied  singly. 
This  class  includes  hotels,  lodging  houses,  boarding  houses,  fur¬ 
nished-room  houses,  lodgings,  club  houses,  convents,  asylums, 
hospitals,  jails,  and  all  other  dwellings  similarly  occupied  whether 
specifically  enumerated  herein  or  not. 

(4)  Hotel.  A  “hotel”  is  a  multiple-dwelling  of  Class  B  in 
which  persons  are  lodged  for  hire  and  in  which  there  are  more 
than  fifty  sleeping  rooms,  a  public  dining  room  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  at  least  fifty  guests,  and  a  general  kitchen. 

(5)  Family.  A  “family”  is  a  group  of  persons  living  to¬ 
gether,  whether  related  to  each  other  by  birth  or  not,  and  may 
consist  of  one  or  more  persons. 

(6)  Mixed  Occupancy.  In  cases  of  mixed  occupancy  where 
a  building  is  occupied  in  part  as  a  dwelling,  the  part  so  occupied 
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shall  be  deemed  a  dwelling  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  and  shall 
comply  with  the  provisions  thereof  relative  to  dwellings. 

(7)  Yards.  A  “rear  yard”  is  an  open  unoccupied  space  on 
the  same  lot  with  a  dwelling,  between  the  extreme  rear  line 
of  the  lot  and  the  extreme  rear  line  of  the  house.  A  yard  between 
the  front  line  of  the  house  and  the  front  line  of  the  lot  is  a 
“front  yard.”  A  yard  between  the  side  line  of  the  house  and  the 
side  line  of  the  lot  and  which  extends  from  the  front  line  or 
front  yard  to  the  rear  line  of  the  lot  or  to  the  rear  yard  is  a 
“side  yard.” 

(8)  Courts.  A  “court”  is  an  open  unoccupied  space,  other 
than  a  yard,  on  the  same  lot  with  a  dwelling.  A  court  not  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  street  or  front  or  rear  yard  is  an  inner  court.  A 
court  extending  to  the  street  or  front  or  rear  yard  is  an  outer 
court. 

(9)  Corner  Lot.  A  corner  lot  is  a  lot  situated  on  an  interior 
angle  formed  by  the  intersection  or  junction  of  two  or  more 
streets,  or  by  a  change  in  direction  of  any  street,  when  such  in¬ 
terior  angle  is  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees,  and 
the  lot  extends  fifteen  feet  or  more  in  each  direction  from  the 
point  of  such  intersection  or  junction  or  change  in  direction.  A 
lot  other  than  a  corner  lot  is  an  “interior  lot.” 

(10)  Front,  Rear,  and  Depth  of  Lot.  The  front  of  a 
lot  is  that  boundary  line  which  borders  on  the  street.  In  the 
case  of  a  corner  lot  the  owner  may  elect  by  statement  on  his 
plans  either  street  boundary  line  as  the  front.  The  rear  of  a 
lot  is  the  side  opposite  to  the  front.  In  the  case  of  a  triangular 
or  gore  lot  the  rear  is  the  boundary  line  not  bordering  on  a 
street.  The  depth  of  a  lot  is  the  dimension  measured  from  the 
front  of  the  lot  to  the  extreme  rear  line  of  the  lot.  In  the  case 
case  of  irregular-shaped  lots  the  mean  depth  shall  be  taken. 

(11)  Public  Hall.  A  “public  hall”  is  a  hall,  corridor  or 
passageway  not  within  the  exclusive  control  of  one  family. 

(12)  Stair  Hall.  A  “stair  hall”  is  a  public  hall  and  includes 
the  stairs,  stair  landing  and  those  portions  of  the  building  through 
which  it  is  necessary  to  pass  in  going  between  the  entrance  floor 
and  the  roof. 

(13)  Basement;  Cellar;  Attic,  (a)  A  “basement”  is  a 
story  partly  underground  but  having  at  least  60  per  centum  of 
its  height  above  the  curb  level,  and  also  60  per  centum  of  its 
height  above  the  highest  level  of  the  adjoining  ground.  A 
basement  shall  be  counted  as  a  story. 

(b)  A  “cellar”  is  a  story  having  more  than  40  per  centum 
of  its  height  below  the  curb  level,  or  below  the  highest  level  of 
the  adjoining  ground.  A  cellar  shall  not  be  counted  as  a  story  for 
the  purposes  of  height  measurement.  If  any  part  of  a  story  is 
in  that  part  the  equivalent  of  a  basement  or  cellar,  the  provisions 
of  this  act  relative  to  basements  and  cellars  shall  apply  to  such 
part  of  said  story. 

(c)  In  the  case  of  private-dwellings  and  two-family-dwellings 
an  attic  or  story  in  a  sloping  roof,  if  not  occupied  for  living  pur- 
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poses  shall  not  be  counted  as  a  story.  In  the  case  of  multiple- 
dwellings  an  attic  shall  be  counted  as  a  story. 

(14)  Height.  The  “height”  of  a  dwelling  is  the  perpendi¬ 
cular  distance  measured  in  a  straight  line  from  the  curb  level  to 
the.  highest  point  of  the  roof  beams  in  the  case  of  flat  roofs,  and 
to  the  average  of  the  height  of  the  gable  in  the  case  of  pitched 
roofs,  the  measurements  in  all  cases  to  be  taken  through  the 
center  of  the  front  of  the  dwelling.  Where  a  dwelling  is  situated 
on  a  terrace  above  the  curb  level  such  height  shall  be  measured 
from  the  level  of  the  adjoining  ground.  Where  a  dwelling  is 
on  a  corner  lot  and  there  is  more  than  one  grade  or  level,  the 
measuiements  shall  be  taken  through  the  center  of  the  front 
on  the  street  having  the  lowest  elevation. 

(15)  Curb  Level.  The  “curb  level”  is  the  level  of  the  es¬ 
tablished  curb  in  front  of  the  building  measured  at  the  center 
of  such  front.  Where  no  curb  level  has  been  established  the 
city  engineer  shall  establish  such  curb  level  or  its  equivalent  for 
the  purposes  of  this  act. 

(16)  Occupied  Spaces.  Outside  stairways,  fire  escapes,  fire 
towers,  porches,  platforms,  balconies,,  boiler  flues,  chimneys  and 
other  projections  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  dwemng  and 
not  as  part  of  the  yards  or  courts  or  unoccupied  area.  When 
a  cornice  projects  more  than  two  feet  into  a  side  yard  or  court, 
that  portion  in  excess  of  two  feet  shall  be  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  dwelling. 

(17)  Construction  First,  Second,  and  Third  Class. 

“First-class  construction.”  A  dwelling  of  first-class  construc¬ 
tion  is  one  constructed  of  fireproof  material  throughout,  with 
floors  built  of  steel  or  reinforced  concrete  beams,  filled  in  be¬ 
tween  with  terra  cotta  or  other  masonry  arches  or  with  concrete 
or  reinforced  concrete  slabs ;  wood  may  be  used  only  for  under 
and  upper  floors,  windows  and  door  frames,  sashes,  doors,  in¬ 
terior  finish,  handrails  for  stairs,  necessary  sleepers  bedded  in 
the  cement,  and  for  isolated  furrings  beaded  in  mortar.  There 
shall  be  no  air  space  between  the  top  of  any  floor  arches  and 
the  floor  boarding. 

“Second-class  construction.”  A  dwelling  of  second-class 
struction  is  one,  not  of  first  class  construction,  the  exterior  and 
party  walls  of  which  are,  nevertheless,  of  brick,  stone,  iron,  steel, 
concrete,  reinforced  concrete,  concrete  blocks  or  other  equally 
substantial  and  fireproof  material. 

“Third-class  construction.”  A  dwelling  of  third-class  con¬ 
struction  is  one  which  is  not  of  first  class  construction  or  of 
second  class  construction. 

(18)  Nuisance.  The  word  “nuisance”  shall  be  held  to  em¬ 
brace  public  nuisance  as  known  at  common  law  or  in  equity 
jurisprudence;  and  whatever  is  dangerous  to  human  life  or 
detrimental  to  health ;  whatever  dwelling  is  overcrowded  with 
occupants,  or  is  not  provided  with  adequate  ingress  and  egress 
to  or  from  the  same,  or  is  not  sufficiently  supported,  ventilated, 
sewered,  drained,  cleaned  or  lighted,  in  reference  to  its  intended 
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or  actual  use,  and  whatever  renders  the  air  .  or  human  ^  foqd  or 
drinky;  unwholesome,'  are  also  severally  in  contemplation  of  this 
act,  nuisances ;  and  all  such  nuisances  are  hereby:  declared  illegal. 

r(  19)  Construction  of  Certain  Words.  The  word  “shall” 
is  always  mandatory  and  not  directory,  and  denotes  that  the 
house  shall  be  maintained  in  all  respects  according  to;  the  man¬ 
date  as  long  as  it  continues  to  be  a  dwelling.  : 

The  term  “department",  when  used  in  this  act,  shall  mean  the 
housing  department,  and  the  term  “commissioner,”  when  used  in 
this  act,  shall  mean  the  housing  commissioner. 

Wherever  the  words  “ordinances,”  “regulations,”  “building 
department,”  “health  department,”  “police  department,”  “fire 
department,”  “housing  department,”  “city  engineer,”  “mayor,” 
occur  in  this  act  they  shall  be  construed  as  if  followed  by  the 
words  “of  the  City  of  Boston”. 

Wherever  the  word  “occupied”  or  “used”  is  employed  in  this 
act  such  words  shall  be  construed  as  if  followed  by  the  words 
“or  is  intended,  arranged,  designed,  built,  altered,  converted  to, 
rented,  leased,  let  or  hired  out,  to  be  occupied  or  used.”  Wher¬ 
ever  the  words  “dwelling,”  “two-family-dwelling,"  “multiple- 
dwelling,”  “building,”  “house,”  “premises,”  or  “lot,”  are  used 
in  this  act,  they  shall  be  construed  as  if  followed  by  the  words, 
“or  any  part  thereof.”  Wherever  the  word  “street”  is  used  in 
this  act  it  shall  be  construed  as  including  any  public  alley  six¬ 
teen  feet  or  more  in  width.  “Approved  fire-proof  material”  means 
approved  by  the  building  commissioner. 

Sec.  19.  Buildings  Converted  or  Altered.  A  building  not 
a  dwelling,  if  hereafter  converted  or  altered  to  such  use,  shall 
thereupon  become  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  rela¬ 
tive  to  dwellings  hereafter  erected.  A  dwelling  of  one  class  if 
hereafter  altered  or  converted  to  another  class  shall  thereupon 
become  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  relative  to  such 
class. 


Sec.  20.  Alterations  and  Change  in  Occupancy.  No 
dwelling  hereafter  erected  shall  at  any  time  be  altered  so  as 
to  be  in  violation  of  any  provision  of  this  act.  And  no  dwelling 
erected  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  at  any  time  be  altered 
so  as  to  be  in  violation  of  those  provisions  of  this  act  applicable 
to  such  dwelling.  If  any  dwelling  or  any  part  thereof  is  oc¬ 
cupied  by  more  families  than  provided  in  this  act,  or  is  erected, 
altered  or  occupied  contrary  to  law,  such  dwelling  shall  be  deemed 
an  unlawful  structure,  and  the  housing  commissioner  may  cause 
such  dwelling  to  be  vacated.  And  such  dwelling  shall  not  again 
be  occupied  until  it  or  its  occupation,  as  the  case  may  be,  has 
been  made  to  conform  to  the  law. 


Sec.  21.  Dwellings  Moved.  If  any  dwelling  be  hereafter 
moved  from  one  lot  to  another  it  shall  thereupon  be  made  to 
conform  to  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  relative  to  dwellings 
hereafter  erected. 
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Sec.  22.  Minimum  Requirements;  Law  Not  to  Be  Modi¬ 
fied.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  held  to  be  the  minimum 
requirements  adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  health,  welfare  and 
safety  of  the  community.  The  housing  commissioner,  with  the 
approval  of  the  city  council,  is  hereby  empowered  to  enact  from 
time  to  time  supplementary  regulations  imposing  requirements 
higher  than  the  minimum  requirements  laid  down  in  this  act, 
relative  to  light,  ventilation,  sanitation,  fire  prevention,  egress, 
occupancy,  maintenance  and  use,  for  all  dwellings.  And  the 
housing  commissioner,  with  the  approval  of  the  city  council,  is 
hereby  further  empowered  to  prescribe  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  aforesaid  supplementary  ordinances,  remedies  and  penalties 
similar  to  those  prescribed  in  this  act.  But  no  ordinance,  regu¬ 
lation,  ruling  or  decision  of  any  municipal  body,  board,  officer 
or  authority  shall  repeal,  amend,  modify  or  dispense  with  any  of 
the  said  minimum  requirements  laid  down  in  this  act. 

Sec.  23.  Sewer  Connections  and  Water  Supply.  The  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act  with  reference  to  sewer  connections  and  water 
supply  shall  be  deemed  to  apply  only  where  connection  with  a 
public  sewer  and  with  public  water  mains  is  or  becomes  reason¬ 
ably  accessible.  All  questions  of  the  practicability  of  such  sewer 
and  water  connections  shall  be  decided  by  the  housing  commis¬ 
sioner. 

Sec.  24.  Residence  Districts.  Whenever  the  owners  of  rec¬ 
ord  of  two-thirds  or  more  of  the  linear  frontage  of  one  side  of 
street  frontage  of  any  block  shall  by  written  petition  to  the  city 
council  duly  signed  and  acknowledged,  ask  that  such  side  or 
street-frontage  of  said  block  be  designated  as  a  “residence  dis¬ 
trict/’  and  the  city  council  shall  approve  of  such  petition,  such 
side  or  street-frontage  of  said  block  shall  thereupon  become  a 
“residence  district,”  and  shall  continue  to  be  such  until  such 
time  as  a  like  petition  asking  that  such  side  or  street-frontage  of 
said  block  cease  to  be  a  “residence  district,”  shall  be  presented 
to  the  city  council  and  be  approved  by  them.  Except  as  other¬ 
wise  provided  in  section  thirty-four,  no  building  other  than  a 
private-dwelling  or  two-family-dwelling  or  a  building  used  by  the 
city,  state  or  nation  for  public  purposes  shall  hereafter  be  erected 
or  altered  or  converted  to  be  so  occupied  on  any  lot  abutting  on 
such  street-frontage  so  long  as  it  continues  to  be  a  “residence 
district,”  except  upon  the  written  consent  of  the  owners  afore¬ 
said.  Such  written  consents  shall  be  filed  in  the  housing  de¬ 
partment  and  shall  be  public  records.  A  “block”  for  the  purposes 
of  this  section  is  a  property  division  containing  one  or  many 
lots  and  bounded  by  three  or  more  streets. 

Sec.  25.  Time  for  Compliance.  All  improvements  specifi¬ 
cally  required  by  this  act  upon  dwellings  erected  prior  to  the 
date  of  its  passage,  shall  be  made  within  one  year  from  said 
date,  or  at  such  earlier  period  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  housing 
commissioner. 

Sec.  26.  Scope  of  Act.  All  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
apply  to  all  classes  of  dwellings,  in  the  City  of  Boston,  except 
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that  in  sections  where  specific  reference  is  made  to  one  or  more 
specific  classes  of  dwellings  such  provisions:  shall  apply  only 
to  those  specific  classes  to  which  such  reference  is  made.  All 
provisions  which  relate  to  dwellings  shall  apply  to  all  classes 
of  dwellings. 
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'  -  pj  a*  PART  m 

%  ;  /  DWELLINGS  HEREAFTER  ERECTED. 

In  This  Part*  Will  Be  Found  All  the  Provisions  Which 
;  Must  Be  Observed  When  a  Person  Proposes  to  Build 
a  New  Dwelling,  or  to  Convert  or  Alter  to  Such 
Purposes  a  Building  Which  Is  Not  Then  a 

Dwelling. 

Title  I.  Light  and  Ventilation. 

Sec.  27.  Percentage  of  Lot  Occupied.  No  dwelling  here¬ 
after  erected  shall  occupy  either  alone  or  with  other  buildings, 
a  greater  percentage  of  the  area  of  the  lot  than  as  follows : 

(a)  In  the  case  of  corner  lots  with  streets  on  three  sides,  not 
more  than  ninety  per  centum ; 

(b)  In  the  case  of  other  corner  lots,  not  more  than  eighty 
per  centum ; 

(c)  In  the  case  of  interior  lots  which  do  not  exceed  100  feet 
in  depth,  not  more  than  sixty-five  per  centum ; 

(d)  In  the  case  of  interior  lots  which  exceed  100  feet  in 
depth  and  do  not  exceed  200  feet  in  depth,  not  more  than  fifty  per 
centum ; 

(e)  In  the  case  of  interior  lots  which  exceed  200  feet  in 
depth,  not  more  than  forty  per  centum. 

The  measurements  shall  be  taken  at  the  ground  level.  Any 
portion  of  a  corner  lot  distant  more  than  fifty  feet  from  the  cor¬ 
ner  line  shall  be  treated  as  an  interior  lot. 

Sec.  28.  Height.  No  dwelling  hereafter  erected  shall  ex¬ 
ceed  in  height  the  width  of  the  widest  street  upon  which  it  abuts, 
nor  in  any  case  shall  it  exceed  seventy-five  feet  in  height.  Such 
width  of  street  shall  be  measured  from  front  lot  line  to  opposite 
front  lot  line.  No  dwelling  shall  hereafter  be  erected  upon  any 
street  or  alley  less  than  thirty  feet  in  width. 

Sec.  29.  Rear  Yards.  Immediately  behind  every  dwelling 
hereafter  erected  there  shall  be  a  rear  yard  extending  across  the 
entire  width  of  the  lot.  Such  yard  shall  be  at  every  point  open 
and  unobstructed  from  the  ground  to  the  sky.  Every  part  of 
such  yard  shall  be  directly  accessible  from  every  other  part  there¬ 
of.  The  depth  of  said  yard  shall  be  measured  at  right  angles 
from  the  rear  lot  line  to  the  extreme  rear  part  of  the  dwelling. 

The  depth  of  such  read  yard  shall  increase  proportionately 
with  an  increased  height  of  the  dwelling  and  shall  also  be  pro¬ 
portionate  to  the  depth  of  the  lot.  No  rear  yard  shall  be  less 
than  fifteen  per  centum  of  the  depth  of  the  lot.  If  the  dwelling 
is  three  stories  high  the  depth  of  the.  rear  yard  shall  be  at  least 
twenty-five  per  centum  of  the  depth  of  the  lot ;  if  the  dwelling 
is  four  stories  high  such  depth  of  rear  yard  shall  be  at  least 
thirty  per  centum  of  the  depth  of  the  lot;  if  the  dwelling  is  five 
stories  high  such  depth  of  rear  yard  shall  be  at  least  thirty-five 
per  centum  of  the  depth  of  the  lot;  and  shall  increase  five  per 
centum  for  each  story.  If  the  dwelling  is  less  than  three  stories 
in  height,  the  depths  above  prescribed  may  be  decreased  five  per 
centum  for  each  story  below  three  stories.  Irrespective  of  the 


above,  provisions,  no  rear  yard  under  any  circumstances  shall 
ever  be  less  than  fifteen  feet  in  depth.  A  front  yard  may  be  any 
depth.  :  \ 

Sec.  30.  Side  Yards.  No  side  yard  is  required  for  dwellings 
hereafter  erected  but  they  may  be  built  up  to  the  lot  line.  If,  how¬ 
ever  any  side  yard  is  left,  it  shall  be  at  every  point  open  and  unob¬ 
structed  from  the  ground  to  the  sky  for  at  least  the  minimum  side 
yard  width  hereinafter  prescribed,  and  its  width  shall  be  propor¬ 
tionate  to  the  height  of  the  dwelling  and  no  side  yard  shall  be  less 
in  width  in  any  part  than  as  follows : 

The  minimum  width  of  a  side  yard,  measured  to  the  side  lot 
line,  for  a  one-story  dwelling  shall  be  four  feet,  for  a  two- 
story  dwelling,  five  feet;  for  a  three-story  dwelling,  seven 
feet ;  and  shall  increase  two  feet  for  each  additional  story  above 
three  stories. 

Sec.  31.  Courts.  The  sizes  of  all  courts  for  dwellings  here¬ 
after  erected  shall  be  proportionate  to  the  height  of  the  dwelling. 
No  court  shall  be  less  in  any  part  than  the  minimum  sizes  pre¬ 
scribed  in  this  section.  The  minimum  width  of  a  court  for  a  one- 
story  dwelling  shall  be  ten  feet,  for  a  two-story  dwelling  twelve 
feet,  and  for  a  three-story  dwelling  fourteen  feet,  and  shall  in¬ 
crease  two  feet  for  each  additional  story  above  three  stories. 
The  length  of  an  inner  court  shall  never  be  less  than  twice  the 
minimum  width  prescribed  by  this  section.  The  length  of  a 
court  shall  never  be  greater  than  four  times  its  width.  The 
width  of -all  courts  adjoining  the  lot  line  shall  be  measured  to 
the  lot  line  and  not  to  an  opposite  building. 

Sec.  32.  Courts  Open  at  Top.  No  court  of  a  dwelling 
hereafter  erected  shall  be  covered  by  a  roof  or  skylight,  but 
every  such  court  shall  be  at  every  point  open  from  the  ground 
to  the  sky  unobstructed. 

Sec.  33.  Air-Intakes.  Every  inner  court  shall  be  provided 
with  two  or  more  horizontal  air-intakes  at  the  bottom.  One 
such  intake  shall  always  communicate  directly  with  the  street  or 
front  yard  and  one  with  the  rear  yard,  and  each  shall  consist  of 
a  fire-proof  passageway  not  less  than  three  feet  wide  and  seven 
feet  high  which  shall  be  left  open,  or  be  provided  with  an  open¬ 
work  gate  at  each  end,  and  such  gate  shall  be  so  constructed  as 
to  be  readily  opened  from  the  inside. 

Sec.  34.  Angles  in  Courts.  Nothing  contained  in  the  fore¬ 
going  sections  concerning  courts  shall  be  construed  as  prevent¬ 
ing  the  cutting  off  of  the  corners  of  said  courts,  provided  that  the 
running  length  of  the  wall  across  the  angle  of  such  corners  does 
not  exceed  seven  feet. 

Sec.  35.  .Buildings  on  same  lot  with  Dwellings.  If 
any  building  is  hereafter  placed  on  the  same  lot  with  a  dwelling 
there  shall  always  be  maintained  between  the  said  buildings  an 
open  unoccupied  space  extending  upwards  from  the  ground.  If 
such  buildings  are  placed  side  by  side  the  space  between  them 
shall  conform  to  the  provisions  of  section  thirty  of  this  act.  If 
such  buildings  are  placed  one  at  the  rear  of  the  other  the  space 


between  them  shall  be  the  same  as  that  prescribed  in  section  twenty- 
nine  for  rear  yards.  Except  that  where  the  rear  building  does 
not  exceed  one  story,  the  space  between  buildings  shall  be  not  less 
than  fifteen  feet.  In  all  other  cases  the  height  of  the  highest 
building  on  the  lot  shall  regulate  the  dimensions.  No  building 
of  any  kind  shall  be  hereafter  placed  upon  the  same  lot  with  a 
dwelling  so  as  to  decrease  the  minimum  sizes  of  courts  or  yards 
as  hereinbefore  prescribed.  A  building  other  than  a  dwelling 
may  be  erected  at  the  rear  lot  line,  provided  it  does  not  exceed 
two  stories  in  height  and  that  the  space  between  it  and  all  other 
buildings  on  the  lot  is  maintained  as  above  provided. 

No  building  shall  hereafter  be  placed  upon  a  lot  so  there  shall 
be  a  dwelling  at  rear  of  another  building  on  the  same  lot.  Ex¬ 
cept  that  a  private  garage  or  private  stable  not  exceeding  two 
stories  in  height  may  be  built  at  the  rear  of  a  lot  on  which  there 
is  a  private  dwelling  at  the  front,  and  may  have  living  rooms 
therein  for  the  use  solely  of  a  household  employe,  or  member 
of  his  family,  of  the  occupant  of  the  dwelling  on  the  front  of  the 
lot.  If  so  completed  the  garage  or  stable  shall  be  fire-proof  and 
the  rooms  so  occupied  in  addition  to  complying  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act  shall  have  an  entrance  from  the  outside  of  the 
building  without  passing  through  the  garage  or  stable. 

And  if  any  dwelling  is  hereafter  erected  upon  any  lot  upon 
which  there  is  already  another  building,  it  shall  comply  with  all 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  in  addition  the  space  between  the 
said  building  and  the  said  dwelling  shall  be  of  such  size  and  ar¬ 
ranged  in  such  manner  as  is  prescribed  in  this  section,  the  height 
of  the  highest  building  on  the  lot  to  regulate  the  dimensions. 

Sec.  36.  Rooms,  Lighting  and  Ventilation  Of.  In  every 
dwelling  hereafter  erected  every  room  shall  have  at  least  one 
window  opening  directly  upon  the  street  or  upon  a  yard  or  court 
of  the  dimensions  specified  in  this  act  and  such  window  shall  be 
so  located  as  to  light  properly  all  portions  of  such  room. 

This  provision  shall  not,  however,  apply  to  rooms  used  as  art 
galleries,  swimming  pools,  gymnasiums,  squash  courts,  or  for 
similar  purposes,  provided  such  rooms  are  adequately  lighted  and 
ventilated.  In  multiple-dwellings  of  Class  A  hereafter  erected 
there  shall  be  no  apartment,  suite  or  group  of  rooms  which  does 
not  contain  at  least  one  room  opening  directly  upon  the  street,  or 
upon  a  rear  yard,  side  yard  or  outer  court  of  the  dimensions  speci¬ 
fied  in  this  article  and  located  on  the  same  lot. 

Sec.  37.  Windows  in  Rooms.  In  every  dwelling  hereafter 
erected  the  total  window  area  in  each  room,  shall  be  at  least  one- 
seventh  of  the  superficial  floor  area  of  the  room,  and  the  whole 
window  shall  be  made  so  as  to  open  in  all  its  parts.  At  least  one 
such  window  shall  be  not  less  than  twelve  square  feet  in  area  be¬ 
tween  the  stop  beads.  In  multiple  dwellings  the  top  of  at  least  one 
window  shall  not  be  less  than  seven  feet  six  inches  above  the 
floor. 

Sec.  38.  Rooms,  Size  of.  In  every  dwelling  hereafter  erected 
all  rooms,  except  water-closet  compartments  and  bathrooms,  shall 
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be  of  the  following  minimum  sizes :  Every  room  shall  contain  at 
least  ninety  square  feet  of  floor  area ;  no  room  shall  be  in  any 
part  less  than  seven  feet  wide.  In  multiple  dwellings  of  Class  A 
in  each  apartment,  group  or  suite  of  rooms,  there  shall  be  at  least 
one  room  containing  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  square 
feet  of  floor  area. 

Sec.  39.  Rooms,  Height  of.  No  room  in  a  dwelling  hereafter 
erected  shall  be  in  any  part  less  than  the  following  heights,  from 
the  finished  floor  to  the  finished  ceiling : 

(a)  In  private-dwellings  eight  feet  high  throughout  ninety  per 
centum  of  the  area  of  the  room. 

(b)  In  two-family-dwellings  eight  feet  six  inches  high 
throughout  ninety  per  centum  of  the  area  of  the  room. 

(c)  In  multiple-dwellings  nine  feet  high  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  area  of  the  room.  Except  that  an  attic  room  in  a  private 
dwelling  or  two-family  dwelling  need  be  eight  feet  in  height  or 
eight  feet  six  inches  in  height  in  but  one-half  of  its  area,  provided 
there  are  not  less  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  cubic  feet  of  air 
space  within  said  room. 

Sec.  40.  Alcoves  and  Alcove  Rooms.  In  a  dwelling  hereaf¬ 
ter  erected  an  alcove  in  any  room  shall  be  separately  lighted  and 
ventilated  as  provided  for  rooms  in  the  foregoing  sections  and 
shall  be  not  less  than  ninety  square  feet  in  area.  No  part  of  any 
room  in  a  tenement  house  hereafter  erected  shall  be  enclosed  or 
subdivided  at  any  time,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  a  curtain,  portiere, 
fixed  or  movable  partition  or  other  contrivances  or  device,  unless 
such  part  of  the  room  so  enclosed  or  subdivided  shall  contain  a 
separate  window  as  herein  required  and  shall  have  a  floor  area  of 
not  less  than  ninety  square  feet. 

Sec.  41.  Privacy.  In  every  dwelling  hereafter  erected  there 
shall  be  access  to  every  living  room  and  bedroom  and  to  at  least 
one  water-closet  compartment  without  passing  through  'a  bed¬ 
room. 

Sec.  42.  Water-Closet  Compartments  and  Bathrooms, 
Lighting  and  Ventilation  of.  In  every  dwelling  hereafter 
erected  every  water-closet  compartment  and  bathroom  shall  have 
at  least  one  window  opening  directly  upon  the  street,  or  upon  a 
yard  or  court  of  the  dimensions  specified  in  this  article  and  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  same  lot.  In  all  dwellings  hereafter  erected  the  ag¬ 
gregate  area  of  windows  for  each  water-closet  compartment  shall 
be  not  less  than  six  square  feet  between  stop  beads,  and  in  mul¬ 
tiple-dwellings  hereafter  erected  one  at  least  of  such  windows  shall 
be  not  less  in  size  than  three  square  feet  between  stop  beads. 

Every  such  window  shall  be  made  so  as  to  open  in  all  its  parts. 
Nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  pro¬ 
hibit  a  general  toilet  room  containing  several  water-closet  com¬ 
partments  separated  from  each  other  by  dwarf  partitions,  pro¬ 
vided  such  toilet  room  is  adequately  lighted  and  ventilated  to  the 
outer  air  as  above  provided,  and  that  such  water-closets  are  sup¬ 
plemental  to  the  water-closet  accommodations  required  by  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  section  51  of  this  act. 


Sec.  43.  Puiu.ic  Halls.  In  every  dwellng  hereafter  erected, 
every  public  hall  shall  have  at  each  story  at  least  one  window 
opening  directly  upon  the  street  or  upon  a  yard  or  court  of  the  di¬ 
mensions  specified  in  this  article  and  located  on  the  same  lot.  Such 
window  shall  be  at  the  end  of  said  hall  with  the  natural  directon 
of  the  light  parallel  to  the  hall’s  axis.  Any  part  of  a  pubic  hall 
which  is  offset  or  recessed  or  shut  off  from  any  other  part  of  said 
hall  shall  be  deemed  a  separate  hall  within  the  meaning  of  this 
section  and  shall  be  separately  lighted  and  ventilated. 

Sec.  44.  Windows  and  Skylights  for  Public  Halls.  In 
dwellings  hereafter  erected  one  at  least  of  the  windows  provided 
to  light  each  public  hall  or  part  thereof  shall  be  at  least  two  feet 
six  inches  wide  and  five  feet  high,  measured  between  stop  beads. 
In  every  multiple  dwelling  hereafter  erected  there  shall  be  in  the 
roof,  directly  over  each  stair-well,  a  ventilating  skylight  pro¬ 
vided  with  ridge  ventilators  having  a  minimum  opening  of  forty 
square  inches  of  such  skylight  shall  be  provided  with  fixed  or 
movable  louvres. 

Sec,  45.  Windows  for  Stair  Halls,  Size.  of.  In  every  multi¬ 
ple  dwelling  hereafter  erected  there  shall  be  provided  for  each 
story  at  least  one  window  to  light  and  ventilate  each  stair  hall 
which  shall  be  at  least  three  feet  wide  and  five  feet  high,  measured 
between  the  stop  beads.  A  sash  door  shall  be  deemed  the  equiv¬ 
alent  of  a  window  in  this  and  the  two  foregoing  sections,  provided 
that  such  door  contain  the  amount  of  glazed  surface  prescribed 
for  such  windows. 

Sec.  46.  Outside  Porches.  In  dwellings  hereafter  erected 
roofed-over  outside  porches  which  extend  above  the  top  of  the  en¬ 
trance  story  shall  not  be  erected  outside  of  and  adjoining  win¬ 
dows  required  by  this  act  for  the  lighting  or  ventilation  of  rooms 
or  halls;  they  may,  however,  open  from  windows  supplementary 
to  those  required  by  law,  provided  they  do  not  diminish  the  legal 
light  or  ventilation  of  such  rooms.  The  term  “outside  porches” 
shall  include  outside  platforms,  balconies  and  stairways.  All  such 
outside  porches  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  building  and  not 
as  part  of  the  yards  or  courts  or  other  unoccupied  area. 

Title  II.  Sanitation. 

Sec.  47.  Basement  and  Cellar  Rooms.  In  dwellings  here¬ 
after  erected  no  room  in  the  cellar  shall  be  occupied  for  living 
purposes ;  and  no  room  in  the  basement  shall  be  occupied  for  liv¬ 
ing  purposes  except  by  the  janitor  of  such  dwelling  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family.  In  addition  to  the  other  requirements  of  this 
act,  such  rooms  shall  have  sufficient  light  and  ventilation,  shall 
be  well-drained  and  dry,  and  shall  be  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Sec.  48.  Cellars,  Water- Proofing  and  Lighting.  Every 
dwelling  hereafter  erected  shall  have  a  basement,  cellar  or  exca¬ 
vated  space  under  the  entire  entrance  floor,  at  least  three  feet  in 
depth,  or  shall  be  elevated  above  the  ground  so  that  there  will  be 
a  clear  air-space  of  at  least  twenty-four  inches  between  the  top 
of  the  ground  and  the  bottom  of  said  floor  so  as  to  insure  ventila¬ 
tion  and  protection  from  dampness.  Such  space  shall  in  all 
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cases  be  enclosed  but  provided  with  ample  ventilation  and  prop¬ 
erly  drained.  •  .  ■  <-y  ,v  ,t  ,  -  ... 

Every  dwelling  hereafter  erected  shall  have  all  walls  below  the 
ground  level  and  also  the  cellar  or  lowest  floors  damp-proof  and 
water-proof.  When  necessary  to  make  such  walls  and  floors 
damp-proof  and  water-proof,  the  damp-proofing  and  water¬ 
proofing  shall  run  through  the  walls  and  up  the  same  as  high  as 
the  ground  level  and  shall  be  continued  throughout  the  floor,  and 
the  said  cellar  or  lowest  floor  shall  be  properly  constructed  so  as 
to  prevent  dampness  or  water  from  entering.  All  cellars  and 
basements  in  dwellings  hereafter  erected  shall  be  properly  lighted 
and  ventilated. 

Sec.  49.  Courts,  Areas  and  Yards.  In  every  dwelling  hereaf¬ 
ter  erected  all  cOurts,  areas  and  yards  shall  be  properly  graded  and 
drained,  and  connected  with  the  street  sewer  so  that  all  water 
may  pass  freely  into  it.  And  when  required  by  the  housing  com¬ 
missioner  they  shall  be  properly  concreted. 

Sec.  50.  Water  Supply.  In  every  dwelling  hereafter  erected 
there  shall  be  a  proper  sink  or  wash-bowl  with  running  water,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  any  sink  in  the  cellar.  In  two-family-dwellings  and  in 
multiple-dwellings  of  Class  A  there  shall  be  such  a  sink  or  wash¬ 
bowl  in  each  apartment,  suite  or  group  of  rooms. 

Sec.  51.  Water-Closet  Accommodations.  In  every  dwelling- 
hereafter  erected  there  shall  be  a  separate  water-closet.  Each  such 
water-closet  shall  be  placed  in  a  compartment  completely  sepa¬ 
rated  from  every  other  water-closet ;  such  compartment  shall  be 
not  less  than  three  feet  wide,  and  shall  be  enclosed  with  partitions, 
which  shall  extend  to  the  ceiling  and  which  shall  not  be  of  wood 
or  other  absorbent  material.  Every  such  compartment  shall  have 
a  winjilow  opening  directly  upon  the  street  or  upon  a  yard  or 
court  of  the  minimum  size  prescribed  by  this  act  and  located  upon 
the  same  lot.  Every  water-closet  compartment  hereafter  placed 
in  any  dwelling  shall  be  provided  with  proper  means  of  lighting 
the  same  at  night. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  prohibit  a 
general  toilet  room  containing  several  water-closet  compartments 
separated  from  each  other  by  dwarf  partitions,  provided  such 
toilet  room  is  adequately  lighted  and  ventilated  to  the  outer  air  as 
above  provided,  and  that  such  water-closets  are  supplemental  to 
the  water-closet  accommodations  required  by  other  provisions  of 
this  section  for  the  tenants  of  the  said  dwelling.  No  water- 
closet  shall  be  placed  out  of  doors.  No  water-closet  shall  be  placed 
in  a  cellar  without  a  written  permit  from  the  housing  commis¬ 
sioner.  In  two-family-dwellings  and  in  multiple-dwellings  of  Class 
A  hereafter  erected  there  shall  be  for  each  family  a  separate 
water-closet  constructed  and  arranged  as  above  provided  and  lo¬ 
cated  within  each  apartment,  suite  or  group  of  rooms.  In  multi¬ 
ple-dwellings  of  Class  B  hereafter  erected  there  shall  be  provided 
at  least  one  water-closet  for  every  fifteen  occupants  or  fraction 
thereof. 

The  floor  of  every  such  water-closet  compartment  shall  be 


i8 


made  water-proof  with  asphalt,  tile,  stone,  terrazzo  or  some 
other  non-absorbent  water-proof  material ;  and  such  water-proof¬ 
ing  shall  extend  at  least  six  inches  above  the  floor  so  that  the  said 
floor  can  be  washed  or  flushed  out  without  leaking.  No  drip  trays 
shall  be  permitted.  No  water-closet  fixtures  shall  be  enclosed 
with  any  woodwork. 

Sec.  52.  Sewer  Connections.  No  multiple-dwelling  shall 
hereafter  be  erected  on  any-street  unless  there  is  city  water  sup¬ 
ply  accessible  thereto  nor  unless  there  is  a  public  sewer  in  such 
street,  or  a  private  sewer  connecting  directly  with  a  public  sew¬ 
er,  and  every  such  multiple-dwelling  shall  have  its  plumbing 
system  connected  with  the  city  water  supply  and  with  a  public 
sewer  before  such  multiple-dwelling  is  occupied.  No  cesspool  or 
vault  or  similar  means  of  sewage  disposal  shall  be  used  in  con¬ 
nection  with  any  dwelling  where  connection  with  a  public  sewer 
is  practicable. 

Sec.  53.  Plumbing.  In  every  dwelling  hereafter  erected  no 
plumbing  fixtures  shall  be  enclosed  with  woodwork  but  the 
space  underneath  shall  be  left  entirely  open.  All  plumbing  work 
shall  be  sanitary  in  every  particular.  All  fixtures  shall  be  trapped. 
Pan,  plunger  and  long  hopper  closets  shall  not  be  permitted. 
Wooden  sinks  and  wooden  wash  trays  shall  not  be  permitted.  Tile 
or  earthenware  house  drains  shall  not  be  permitted.  In  all  multi¬ 
ple  dwellings  hereafter  erected  where  plumbing  or  other  pipes 
pass  through  floors  or  partitions,  the  openings  around  such  pipes 
shall  be  sealed  or  made  air-tight  with  plaster  or  other  incombus¬ 
tible  materials,  so  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  air  or  the  spread 
of  fire  from  one  floor  to  another  or  from  room  to  room.  All 
plumbing  work,  except  as  otherwise  specified  in  this  act,  shall 
be  in  accordance  with  the  plumbing  regulations  of  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Title  III.  Fire  Protection. 

Sec.  54.  First  Class  Construction,  When  Required.  Ev¬ 
ery  dwelling  hereafter  erected  exceeding  three  stories  in  height 
above  the  curb  level,  shall  be  of  first  class  construction.  The 
building,  however,  may  step  up  to  follow  the  grade,  provided  no 
part  of  it  is  over  three  stories  in  height. 

Sec.  55.  Second  Class  Construction.  Dwellings  of  second 
class  construction  shall  not  exceed  3500  square  feet  in  superficial 
area. 

Sec.  56.  Third  Class  Construction.  No  multiple-dwelling 
of  third-class  construction  shall  hereafter  be  erected,  and  no 
building  of  third-class  construction  not  now  used  as  a  multiple¬ 
dwelling  shall  hereafter  be  altered  or  converted  to  such  use. 

Sec.  57.  Means  of  Egress.  Every  multiple-dwelling  hereaf¬ 
ter  erected  exceeding  one  story  in  height  shall  have  at  least  two 
independent  ways  of  egress  which  shall  extend  from  the  ground 
floor  to  the  roof,  and  shall  be  located  remote  from  each  other,  and 
each  shall  be  enclosed  by  walls  or  partitions  as  provided  elsewhere 
in  this  act.  One  of  such  ways  of  egress  shall  be  a  flight  of  stairs 
constructed  and  arranged  as  provided  in  sections  sixty,  six- 
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ty-one  and  sixty- two  of  this  act.  In  multiple-dwellings  of  Class 
A  the  second  way  of  egress  shall  be  directly  accessible  to  each 
apartment,  group  or  suite  of  rooms  without  having  to  pass 
through  the  first  way  of  egress.  In  multiple-dwellings  of  Class 
B  the  second  way  of  egress  shall  be  directly  accessible  from  a  pub¬ 
lic  hall.  The  second  way  of  egress  may  be  any  one  of  the  follow¬ 
ing,  as  the  owner  may  elect : 

1.  A  system  of  outside  balcony  fire-escapes  constructed  and 
arranged  as  provided  in  section  fifty-seven  of  this  act. 

2.  An  additional  flight  of  stairs,  either  inside  or  outside,  con¬ 
structed  and  arranged  as  provided  in  sections  fifty-nine,  sixty  and 
sixty-one  of  this  act. 

3.  A  fire  tower  located,  constructed  and  arranged  as  may  be 
required  by  the  building  commissioner. 

Sec.  58.  Fire-Escapes.  All  fire-escapes  hereafter  erected  on 
multiple-dwellings  shall  be  located  and  constructed  as  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  required.  Such  fire-escapes  shall  be  located  at  each  story  the 
floor  of  which  is  ten  or  more  feet  above  the  ground.  Access  to 
fire-escapes  shall  not  be  obstructed  in  any  way.  No  fire-escapes 
shall  be  placed  in  an  inner  court.  Fire-escapes  may  project  into 
the  public  highway  to  a  distance  not  greater  than  four  feet  beyond 
the  building  line.  All  fire-ecapes  shall  consist  of  outside  open 
iron  or  stone  balconies  and  stairways.  All  balconies  shall  be  not 
less  than  three  feet  in  width.  All  stairways  shall  be  placed  at  an 
angle  of  not  more  than  forty-five  degrees  to  the  horizontal  with 
flat  open  steps  not  less  than  seven  inches  in  width  and  twenty-four 
inches  in  length,  and  with  a  rise  of  not  more  than  eight  inches.  The 
openings  for  stairways  in  all  balconies  shall  be  not  less  than 
twenty-four  by  seventy  inches,  and  shall  have  no  covers  of  any 
kind.  The  balcony  on  the  top  floor,  except  in  the  case  of  a  bal¬ 
cony  on  the  street,  or  in  the  case  of  a  peak-roofed  house,  shall  be 
provided  with  a  stairs  or  with  a  goose-neck  ladder  leading  from 
said  balcony  to  and  above  the  roof  and  properly  fastened  thereto. 

*  A  drop  or  stationary  ladder  or  stairs  shall  be  provided  from  the 
lowest  balcony  of  sufficient  length  to  reach  to  a  safe  landing  place 
beneath.  All  fire-escapes  shall  be  constructed  and  erected  to  sus¬ 
tain  safely  in  all  their  parts  a  live  load,  of  120  pounds  to  the  su¬ 
perficial  foot,  and  if  of  iron  shall  receive  not  less  than  two  coats 
of  good  paint,  one  in  the  shop  and  one  after  erection.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  foregoing  requirements,  all  fire-escapes  hereafter 
erected  upon  multiple  dwellings  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance 
with  such  supplementary  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the 
building  commissioner. 

Sec.  59.  Roof  Egress  ;  Scuttles  and  Bulkheads.  Every 
flat-roofed  multiple-dwelling  hereafter  erected  exceeding  one 
story  in  height  shall  have  in  the  roof  a  bulkhead  or  scuttle  not  less 
than  two  feet  by  three  feet  in  size.  Such  scuttle  or  bulkhead  shall 
be  fireproof  or  covered  with  metal  on  the  outside,  and  shall  be 
provided  with  stairs  leading  to  such  scuttle  or  bulkhead  and 
easily  accessible  to  all  occupants  of  the  building.  No  scuttle  or 
bulkhead  shall  be  located  in  a  closet  or  room,  but  shall  be  located 
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in  the  ceiling  of  the  public  hall  on  the  top  floor,  and  .  access 
through  the  same  shall  be  direct  and  unobstructed. 

Sec.  6o.  Stairs AnA Public  HaLlsa  ;Every  multiple-dwelling 
hereafter  erected  shall  have  at  least  one  flight  of  stairs  extending 
from  the  entrance  floor  to  the  roof,  and'the^stairs  and  public  halls 
therein  shall  each  be  at  least  three  feet  six  inches  wide  in  the  clear. 
All  stairs  shall  be  constructed  with  a  rise*  of  >  not  more,  than  eight 
inches  and  with  trCads  not  less  than  ten;  inches  wide  and  not  less 
than  three  feet  six'  inches  long  in  the  clear.  Winding’  stairs  will 
not  be  permitted.  ■  LyA  n*  t; 

Sec.  6i  .  Stair  Halls.  In  multiple-dwellings  hereafter 
erected  which  exceed  two  stories  in  height  or  which  are  acorn 
pied  by  more  than  two  families  on  any  floor,  the  stair  halls  shall 
be  constructed  of  fireproof  material  throughout.  The  risers* 
strings  arid  balusters  shall  be  of  metal,  concrete,  or  stone.  The 
treads  shall  be  of  metal,  slate,  concrete  or  stone,  or  of  hard  wood 
not  less  than  two  inches  thick.  Wooden  hand-rails  to  stairs  will 
be  permitted  if  constructed  of  hard  wood.  The  floors  of  all  such 
stair  halls  shall  be  constructed  of  iron,  steel  or  concrete  beams 
and  fireproof  filling,  and  no  wooden  flooring  or  sleepers  shall  be 
permitted.  . 

Sec.  62.  Stair  Enclosures;  In  all  multiple  dwellings  here¬ 
after  erected  which  exceed  two  stories  in  height  or  which  are  oc¬ 
cupied  by  more  than  two  families  on  any  floor,  all  stair  halls  shall 
be  enclosed  on  all  sides  with  walls  of  brick  or  other  approved 
fireproof  material  not  less  than  eight  inches  thick.  The  doors 
opening  from  such  stair  halls  shall  be  fireproof  and  self-closing, 
and  shall  open  outward.  There  shall  be  no  transom  or  sash  or 
similar  opening  from  such  stair  hall  to -any  other  part  of  the 
house.  —  . 

Sec.  63.  Entrance  Halls.  Every  entrance  hall  in  a  multiple¬ 
dwelling  hereafter  erected  shall  be  at  least  four  feet  six  inches  wide 
in  the  clear,  from  the  entrance  up  to  and  including  the  stair  en¬ 
closure,  and  beyond  this  point  at  least  three  feet  six  inches  wide  ir 
the  clear,  and  shall  comply  with  all  the  conditions  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  sections  of  this  article  as  to  the  construction  of  stair  halls.  In 
every  multiple-dwelling  hereafter  erected,  access  shall  be  had  from 
the  street  to  the  yard,  either  in  a  direct  line  or  through  a  court. 

Sec.  64.  Shafts.  In  multiple-dwellings  hereafter  erected  all 
shafts  whether  for  dumb  waiter,  elevator  or  other  purposes  shall 
be  constructed  fireproof  throughout,  with  fireproof  doors  at  all 
openings,  at  each  story,  including  the  cellar.  In  the  case  of  dumb 
waiters,  such  openings  shall  be  self-closing.  No  elevator  shall 
be  permitted  in  the  well  hole  of  the  stairs,  but  every  elevator  shall 
be  completely  separated  from  the  stairs  by  fire-proof  wall  enclos¬ 
ing  the  same. 

Sec.  65.  First  Tier  of,Beams.  In  all  multiple-dwellings  here¬ 
after  erected  the  first  floor  above  the  cellar  shall  be  constructed 
fireproof  with  iron  or  steel  beams  and  fireproof  flooring. 

Sec.  66.  Cellar  Stairs.  In  multiple-dwellings  of  Class  A  here¬ 
after  erected  which  exceed  two  stories  in  height  or- which  are  oc- 
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cupied  by  more  than  two  families  on  any  floor,  there  shall  he  no- 
inside  stairs  communicating  between  the  cellar  or  other  lowest 
story  and  the  floor  next  above,  but  such  stairs  shall  in  every  case 
be  located  outside  the  building. 

Sec.  67.  Closet  Under  First  Story  Stairs.  In  multiple- 
dwellings  hereafter  erected  no  closet  of  any  kind  shall  be  con¬ 
structed  under  any  staircase  leading  from  the  entrance  story  to 
the  upper  stories,  but  such  space  shall  be  left  entirely  open  and 
kept  clear  .and.  free  from  incumbrance. 

Sec.  68.  Cellar  Entrance.  In  every  multiple-dwelling 
hereafter  erected  there  shall  be  an  entrance  to  the  cellar  or  other 
lowest  story  from  the  outside  of  the  said  building. 
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PART  IV. 

ALTERATIONS. 

In  This  Part  Will  be  Found  All  the  Provisions  Which 
Must  be  Observed  When  a  Person  Proposes  to  Alter  an 

Existing  Dwelling. 

Sec.  69.  Percentage  of  Lot  Occupied.  No  dwelling  shall 
hereafter  be  enlarged,  or  its  lot  be  diminished,  or  other  building 
placed  on  its  lot,  so  that  a  greater  percentage  of  the  lot  shall  be  oc¬ 
cupied  by  buildings  or  structures  than  provided  in  section  twenty- 
seven  of  this  act. 

Sec.  70.  Height.  No  dwelling  shall  be  increased  in  height  so 
that  the  said  building  shall  exceed  the  height  prescribed  by  section 
twenty-eight  of  this  act. 

Sec.  71.  Yards.  No  dwelling  shall  hereafter  be  enlarged  or  its 
lot  be  diminshed,  or  other  building  placed  on  the  lot,  so  that  the 
rear  yard  or  side  yard  shall  be  less  in  size  than  the  minimum  sizes 
prescribed  in  sections  twenty-nine  and  thirty  of  this  act  for 
dwellings  hereafter  erected. 

Sec.  72.  New  Courts  in  Existing  Dwellings.  Any  court 
hereafter  constructed  in  a  dwelling  erected  prior  to  the  passage  of 
this  act,  used  to  light  or  ventilate  rooms  or  water-closet  compart¬ 
ments  shall  not  be  less  than  eight  feet  in  its  least  dimension  in 
any  part,  and  such  court  shall  under  no  circumstances  be  roofed 
or  covered  over  with  a  roof  or  skylight;  every  such  court  if  an 
inner  court  shall  be  provided  at  the  bottom  with  one  or  more  hori¬ 
zontal  air-intakes  which  shall  consist  of  passageways  each  not  less 
than  three  feet  wide  and  seven  feet  high,  which  shall  communi¬ 
cate  directly  with  the  street  or  rear  yard,  and  shall  always  be  left 
open,  or  be  provided  with  an  open-work  gate  at  each  end. 

Sec.  73.  Additional  Rooms  and  Halls.  Any  additional 
room  or  hall  that  is  hereafter  constructed  or  created  in  a  dwell¬ 
ing  shall  comply  in  all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  Part  III.  of 
this  act,  except  that  it  may  be  of'  the  same  height  as  the  other 
rooms  on  the  same  story  of  the  dwelling. 

Sec.  74.  Rooms  and  Halls,  Lighting  and  Ventilation 
of.  No  dwelling  shall  be  so  altered  or  its  lot  diminished  that 
any  room  or  public  hall  or  stairs  shall  have  its  light  or  ventila¬ 
tion  diminished  in  any  way  not  approved  by  the  housing  com¬ 
missioner. 

Sec.  75.  Alcoves  and  Alcove  Rooms.  No  part  of  any  room 
in  a  dwelling  shall  hereafter  be  enclosed  or  subdivided,  wholly  or 
in  part,  by  a  curtain,  portiere,  fixed  or  movable  partition  or  oth¬ 
er  contrivance  or  device,  unless  such  part  of  the  room  so  enclosed 
or  subdivided  shall  contain  a  window  as  required  by  sections 
thirty-six  and  thirty-Seven  of  this  act,  and  have  a  floor  area  of 
not  less  than  ninety  square  feet. 

Sec.  76.  Skylights.  All  new  skylights  hereafter  placed  in 
a  multiple  dwelling  shall  be  provided  with  ridge  ventilators  hav¬ 
ing  a  minimum  opening  of  forty  square  inches  and  also  with 
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either  fixed  or  movable  louvres  or  with  movable  sashes, 
and  shall  be  of  such  size  as  may  be  determined  to  be  practicable 
by  the  housing  commissioner. 

Sec.  77.  Water-Closet  Accommodations.  Every  water- 
closet  hereafter  placed  in  a  dwelling,  except  one  provided  to  re¬ 
place  a  defective  or  antiquated  fixture  in  the  same  location,  shall 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  sections  forty-two,  fifty-one  and 
fifty-three  of  this  act  relative  to  water-closets  in  dwellings  here¬ 
after  erected  (or  shall  have  a  window  opening  on  a  court  of  the 
dimensions  prescribed  in  Sec.  seventy-two).  Except  that  in  the 
case  of  a  new  water-closet  installed  on  the  top  floor  of  an  ex¬ 
isting  dwelling,  a  ventilating  skylight  open  to  the  sky  may  be 
used  instead  of  the  windows  required  by  section  forty-one. 

Sec.  78.  First  Class  Construction.  No  dwelling  shall 
hereafter  be  altered  so  as  to  exceed  three  stories  in  height,  un¬ 
less  it  is  of  first  class  construction. 

Sec.  79.  Fire-Escapes.  All  fire-escapes  hereafter  con¬ 
structed  on  any  multiple  dwelling  shall  be  located  and  construct¬ 
ed  as  prescribed  in  section  fifty-eight  of  this  act. 

Sec.  80.  Roof  Stairs.  No  stairs  leading  to  the  roof  in  any 
multiple  dwelling  shall  be  removed  or  replaced  by  k  ladder. 

Sec.  81.  Bulkheads.  Every  bulkhead  hereafter  constructed 
in  a  multiple-dwelling  shall  be  constructed  fireproof  or  covered 
with  metal  on  the  outside. 

Sec.  82.  Stairways.  No  public  hall  or  stairs  in  a  multiple 
dwelling  shall  be  reduced  in  width  so  as  to  be  less  than  the  min¬ 
imum  width  prescribed  in  sections  sixty  and  sixty-three  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  83.  Shafts.  All  shafts  whether  for  dumb  waiters,  ele¬ 
vators  or  other  purposes,  hereafter  constructed  in  multiple  dwell¬ 
ings  shall  comply  in  all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
sixty-four  of  this  act. 

Sec.  84.  Third  Class  Construction.  No  existing  multiple 
dwelling  of  third  class  construction  shall  hereafter  be  enlarged* 
extended  or  raised,  except  that  a  wooden  extension  not  exceed¬ 
ing  a  total  area  of  seventy  square  feet  may  be  added,  provided 
such  extension  is  used  solely  for  bath-rooms  or  water-closets. 
Nor  shall  any  existing  multiple  dwelling  of  third  class  construc¬ 
tion  be  so  altered  as  to  be  occupied  by  more  than  one  family  on 
any  floor. 

Sec.  85.  Buildings  of  Third  Class  Construction  on  same 
Lot  with  a  Multiple  Dwelling.  No  building  of  third  class 
construction  of  any  kind  whatsoever  shall  hereafter  be  placed,  or 
built  upon  the  same  lot  with  a  multiple  dwelling.  And  no  exist¬ 
ing  building  of  third  class  construction  on  the  same  lot  with  a 
multiple  dwelling  shall  hereafter  be  enlarged,  extended  or  raised. 
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PARTY 

MAINTENANCE. 


•In  This  Part  Will  Be  Found  All  The  Provisions  Which 
An  Owner  Must  Observe  With  Regard  To  The 
Maintenance  of  A  Dwelling. 


Sec.  86.  Public  Halls,  Lighting  of  in  the  Daytime.  In 
every  multiple  dwelling  where  the  public  halls  and  stairs  are  not 
in  the  opinion  of  the  housing  commissioner  sufficiently  lighted, 
the  owner  of  such  house  shall  keep  a  proper  light  burning  in  the 
hallway,  near  the  stairs,  upon  such  floors  as  may  be  necessary, 
■*  from  sunrise  to  sunset. 

Si.  Sec.  87.  Public  Halls,  Lighting  at  Night.  In  every  mul¬ 
tiple  dwelling  a  proper  light  shall  be  kept  burning  by  the  owner 
in  the  public  hallways,  near  the  stairs,  upon  the  entrance  floor, 
;and  upon  the  second  floor  above  the  entrance  floor  of  said  house, 
every  night  from  sunset  to  sunrise  throughout  the  year,  and  ur 
all  other  floors  of  the  said  house  from  sunset  until  ten  o’clock 
'  in  the  evening. 

Sec.  88.  Water-Closets  in  Cellars.  No  water-closet  shall  be 
maintained  in  the  cellar  of  any  dwelling  without  a  permit  in  writ¬ 
ing  from  the  housing  commissioner  who  shall  have  power  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  maintenance  of  such 
closets.  Under  no  circumstances  shall  the  general  water-closet 
accommodations  of  any  multiple  dwelling  be  permitted  in  the 
cellar  or  basement  thereof.  This  provision,  however,  shall  not 
be  construed  so  as  to  prohibit  a  general  toilet  room  containing 
several  water-closets,  provided  such  water-closets  are  supple¬ 
mentary  to  those  required  by  law. 

Sec.  89.  Water-Closet  Accommodations.  In  every  dwell¬ 
ing  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  there  shall  be  pro¬ 
vided  at  least  one  water-closet  for  every  two  apartments, 
groups  or  suites  of  rooms,  or  fraction  thereof.  Except  that  in 
multiple  dwellings  of  Class  B  there  shall  be  provided  at  least 
one  water-closet  for  every  fifteen  occupants  or  fraction  thereof. 

Sec.  90.  Basement  and  Cellar  Rooms.  No  room  in  the 
cellar  of  any  dwelling  erected  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act 
shall  be  occupied  either  for  living  or  for  sleeping  purposes.  No 
room  in  the  basement  of  any  such  dwelling  shall  be  so  occupied 
without  a  written  permit  from  the  housing  commissioner.  No 
such  room  shall  hereafter  be  so  occupied  unless  all  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions  are  complied  with : 

(a)  Such  room  shall  on  at  least  one  side  abut  on  an  out¬ 
side  wall  of  said  building  for  a  space  of  at  least  7  feet. 

(b)  Such  room  shall  have  a  window  or  windows  opening  di¬ 
rectly  upon  an  open  space  not  less  than  the  minimum  prescribed 
in  Sec.  113,  and  open  from  the  ground  to  the  sky  without  ob¬ 
struction  ;  such  window  or  windows  shall  have  a  total  area  of  not 
less  than  12  square  feet  and  not  less  than  1-8  of  the  floor  area  of 
said  room,  and  both  halves  of  the  sash  of  each  window  shall  be 


25 

made  to  open  to  their  full  width,  and  the  top  of  each  window 
shall  be  within  6  inches  of  the  ceiling. 

(c)  At  least  60%  of  the  area  of  any  such  room  shall  be  above 
the  level  of  the  highest  point  of  the  ground  within  15  feet  of 
the  outside  wall  or  walls  of  said  room  in  which  the  windows 
above  required  are  situated. 

,  (d)  The  floor  of  such  room  and  all  walls  surrounding  the 
room  shall  be  damp-proof  and  water-proof. 

(e)  Such  room  shall  be  at  least  8  feet  6  inches  in  height  in 
every  part,  from  floor  to  ceiling: — provided,  that  in  multiple  dwel¬ 
lings  erected  prior  to  the  first  day  of  August,  1907,  and  in  other 
dwellings  erected  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June,  1914,  it  shall  be 
sufficient  if  said  room  is  7  feet  in  height  over  at  least  4-5  of  its 
area. 

■(f)  There  shall  be  appurtenant  to  such  room  a  water-closet, 
used  solely  by  the  occupants  of  said  room  or  by  the  household  of 
which  said  occupants  are  members. 

Such  room  shall  have  sufficient  light  and  ventilation,  shall  be 
well  drained  and  dry,  and  shall  be  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Sec.  91.  Cellar  Walls  and  Ceilings.  The  cellar  walls 
and  ceilings  of  every  dwelling  shall  be  thoroughly  whitewashed 
or  painted  a  light  color  by  the  owner  and  shall  be  so  maintained. 
Such  whitewash  or  paint  shall  be  renewed  whenever  necessary, 
as  may  be  required  by  the  housing  commissioner. 

Sec.  92.  Water-Closets  and  Sinks.  In  all  dwellings  the 
floor  or  other  surface  beneath  and  around  water-closets  and 
sinks  shall  be  maintained  in  good  order  and  repair  and  if  of  wood 
shall  be  kept  well  painted  with  light  colored  paint. 

Sec.  93.  Repairs.  Every  dwelling  and  all  the  parts  thereof 
shall  be  kept  in  good  repair,  and  the  roof  shall  be  kept  so  as  not 
to  leak,  and  all  rain  water  shall  be  so  drained  and  conveyed  there¬ 
from  as  not  to  cause  dampness  in  the  walls  or  ceilings. 

Sec.  94.  Water  Supply.  Every  dwelling  shall  have  within 
the  dwelling  at  least  one  proper  sink  with  running  water  fur¬ 
nished  in  sufficient  quantity  at  one  or  more  places  exclusive  of 
the  cellar.  In  two-family  dwellings  and  multiple-dwellings  of 
Class  A  there  shall  be  at  least  one  such  sink  for  each  family  lo¬ 
cated  within  the  apartment  occupied  by  said  family.  The  owner 
shall  provide  proper  and  suitable  tanks,  pumps  or  other  appli¬ 
ances  to  receive  and  to  distribute  an  adequate  and  sufficient  sup¬ 
ply  of  such  water  at  each  floor  in  the  said  dwelling,  at  all  times 
of  the  year,  during  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night.  But  a  failure 
in  the  general  supply  of  water  by  the  city  authorities  shall  not  be 
construed  to  be  a  failure  on  the  part  of  such  owner,  provided 
that  proper  and  suitable  appliances  to  receive  and  distribute  such 
water  have  been  provided  in  said  dwelling. 

Sec.  95.  Cisterns  and  Wells.  Where  there  is  no  city  water 
supply  reasonably  accessible,  there  shall  be  provided  one  or  more 
adequate  cisterns  or  wells  with  a  pump.  Such  cisterns  or  wells 
shall  be  of  such  size  and  number  and  constructed  and  maintained 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  determined  by  the  housing  commis¬ 
sioner. 
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Sec.  96.  Catch-Basins.  In  the  case  of  dwellings  where, 
because  of  lack  of  city  water  supply  or  sewers,  sinks  with  run¬ 
ning  water  are  not  provided  inside  the  dwellings,  one  or  more 
£atch  basins  properly  connected  with  a  cesspool  for  the  disposal 
of  waste  water,  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  hous¬ 
ing  commissioner,  constructed  in  such  manner  as  he  may  specify, 
shall  be  provided  in  the  yard  or  court,  level  with  the  surface 
thereof  and  at  a  point  easy  of  access  to  the  occupants  of  such 
dwelling. 

Sec.  97.  Cleanliness  of  Dwellings.  Every  dwelling  and 
every  part  thereof  shall  be  kept  clean  and  shall  also  be  kept  free 
from  any  accumulation  of  dirt,  filth,  rubbish,  garbage  or  other 
matter  in  or  on  the  same,  or  in  the  yards,  courts,  passages, 
areas  or  alleys  connected  with  or  belonging  to  the  same.  The 
Qwner  of  every  dwelling,  and  in  the  case  of  a  private  dwelling 
j:he  occupant  thereof,  shall  thoroughly  cleanse  or  cause  to  be 
cleansed  all  the  rooms,  passages,  stairs,  floors,  windows,  doors, 
walls,  ceilings,  privies,  water-closets,  cesspools,  drains,  halls,  cel¬ 
lars,  roofs  and  all  other  parts  of  the  said  dwelling  of  which  he  is 
the  owner,  or  in  the  case  of  a  private  dwelling  the  occupant,  to 
(the  satisfaction  of  the  housing  commissioner,  and  shall  keep  the 
said  parts  of  the  said  dwelling  in  a  cleanly  condition  at  all  times. 

Sec.  98.  Walls  of  Courts.  In  multiple  dwellings  the  walls 
of  all  courts,  unless  built  of  a  light  color  brick  or  stone,  shall  be 
thoroughly  whitewashed  by  the  owner  or  shall  be  painted  a  light 
color  by  him,  and  shall  be  so  maintained.  Such  whitewash  or 
paint  shall  be  renewed  whenever  necessary,  as  may  be  required 
by  the  housing  commissioner. 

;  Sec.  99.  Walls  and  Ceilings  of  Rooms.  In  all  multiple 
dwellings,  the  housing  commissioner  may  require  the  walls  and 
ceilings  of  any  room  to  be  whitewashed,  kalsomined  white  or 
painted  with  white  paint  when  necessary  to  improve  the  lighting 
of  such  room  and  may  require  this  to  be  renewed  as  often  as  may 
be  necessary. 

:  Sec.  1 00.  Wall  Paper.  No  wall  paper  shall  be  placed  upon 

wall  or  ceiling  of  any  dwelling  unless  all  wall  paper  shall  be 
first  removed  therefrom  and  said  wall  and  ceiling  thoroughly 
cleaned. 

1 

Sec.  ioi.  Receptacles  for  Ashes,  Garbage  and  Rubbish. 
The  owner  of  every  dwelling,  or  in  the  case  of  a  private-dwell¬ 
ing  the  occupant,  shall  provide  and  maintain  for  said  dwelling 
proper  and  suitable  tight  metal  cans,  with  covers,  for  holding 
ashes,  rubbish,  garbage,  refuse  and  other  matter.  Chutes  and 
bins  for  such  purposes  are  prohibited. 

Sec.  102.  Prohibited  Uses.  No  horse,  mule,  cow,  calf, 
swine,  sheep,  goat,  rabbit,  chicken,  goose,  duck  or  turkey  shall  be 
kept  in  any  dwelling.  Nor  shall  any  such  animal  be  kept  on  the 
same  lot  or  premises  with  a  dwelling  except  under  such  condi¬ 
tions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  housing  commissioner.  No 
such  animal  except  a  horse  shall  under  any  circumstances  be 
kept  on  the  same  lot  or  premises  with  a  multiple  dwelling.  No 
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dwelling  or  the  lot  or  premises  thereof  shall  be  used  for  the  stor¬ 
age  or  handling  or  rags  or  junk.  No  dwelling  or  the  lot  or 
premises  thereof  shall  be  used  for  purposes  of  prostitution  or  as¬ 
signation. 

Sec.  103.  Combustible  Materials.  No  dwelling,  nor  of 
the  lot  upon  which  it  is  situated,  shall  be  used  as  a  place  of  stor¬ 
age,  keeping  or  handling  of  any  article  dangerous  or  detrimental 
to  life  or  health,  nor  of  any  combustible  article  except  under 
such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  fire  commissioner. 
No  multiple  dwelling  nor  any  part  thereof,  nor  of  the  lot  upon 
which  it  is  situated,  shall  be  used  as  a  place  of  storage,  keeping  or 
handling  of  feed,  hay,  straw,  excelsior,  cotton,  paper  stock,  feath¬ 
ers  or  rags. 

Sec.  104.  Bakeries  and  Fat  Boiling.  No  bakery  and  no 
place  of  business  in  which  fat  is  boiled,  shall  be  maintained  in 
any  multiple  dwelling  of  Class  A  which  is  not  fireproof  through¬ 
out. 

Sec.  105.  Certain  Dangerous  ’(Businesses.  There  shall  be 
no  transom,  window  or  door  opening  into  a  public  hall  from  any 
portion  of  a  multiple  dwelling  where  paint,  oil,  spirituous  liquors 
or  drugs  are  stored  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  106.  Janitor  or  Housekeeper.  In  any  multiple  dwell¬ 
ing  of  Class  A  occupied  by  six  or  more  families  there  shall  be  a 
janitor,  housekeeper  or  other  responsible  person  who  shall  re¬ 
side  in  said  house  and  have  charge  of  the  same,  or  in  the  case 
of  a  multiple  dwelling  occupied  by  less  than  six  families,  there 
shall  be  such  a  janitor  or  housekeeper  if  the  housing  commis¬ 
sioner  shall  so  require. 

Sec.  107.  Overcrowding.  If  any  room  in  a  dwelling  is  over¬ 
crowded,  the  housing  commissioner  may  order  the  number  of 
persons  sleeping  or  living  in  said  room  to  be  so  reduced  that 
there  shall  not  be  less  than  six  hundred  cubic  feet  of 
air  to  each  adult  and  four  hundred  cubic  feet  of 
air  to  each  child  under  twelve  years  of  age  occupying  such  room: 

Sec.  108.  Lodgers  Prohibited.  No  dwelling  nor  any  part 
thereof  shall  be  used  for  the  letting  of  lodgings  without  the  con¬ 
sent  in  writing  of  the  housing  commissioner.  Except  in  multiple- 
dwellings  of  Class  B,  no  person  not  a  member  of  the  family  shall 
be  taken  to  live  within  any  apartment,  group  or  suite  of  rooms 
without  such  consent.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  in  the 
case  of  multiple-dwellings,  and  of  the  occupant  in  the  case  of 
private-dwellings  and  two-family  dwellings,  to  see  that  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  section  are  at  all  times  complied  with,  and  a  fail¬ 
ure  to  so  comply  on  the  part  of  any  tenant  after  due  and  proper 
notice  from  said  owner  or  from  the  housing  commissioner  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  cause  for  the  summary  eviction  of  such  ten¬ 
ant  and  the  cancellation  of  his  lease. 

Sec.  109.  Infected  and  Uninhabitable  Dwellings  to  be 
Vacated.  Whenever  it  shall  be  certified  by  an  inspector  or  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  housing  department  that  a  dwelling  is  infected  with 
contagious  disease,  or  that  it  is  unfit  for  human  habitation,  or 
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dangerous  to  life  or  health  by  reason  of  want  of  repair,,  or  pf 
defects  in  the  drainage,  plumbing,  lighting,  ventilation*  or  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  same,  or  by  reason  of  the  existence  on  the: 
premises  of  a  nuisance  likely  to  cause  sickness  among  the  occu¬ 
pants  of  said  dwelling,  or  if  it  is  dangerous  to  life  or  health  for 
any  other  cause,  the  housing  commissioner  may  issue  an  order 
requiring  all  persons  therein  to  vacate  such  dwelling,  within  not 
less  than  twenty-four  hours  nor  more  than  ten  days,  for  the  rea¬ 
sons  to  be  mentioned  in  said  order.  In  case  such  order  is  not 
complied  with  within  the  time  specified,  the  commissioner  may 
cause  said  dwelling  to  be  vacated.  The  commissioner  whenever 
he  is  satisfied  that  the  danger  from  said  dwelling  has  ceased  to 
exist,  or  that  it  is  fit  for  human  habitation,  may  revoke  said  order, 
or  may  extend  the  time  within  which  to  comply  with  the  same. 

Sec.  no.  Repairs  to  jBuiLDiNGS,  etc.  Whenever  any  dwell¬ 
ing  or  any  building,  structure,  excavation,  business  pursuit,  mat¬ 
ter  or  thing,  in  or  about  a  dwelling,  or  the  lot  on  which  it  is  sit¬ 
uated,  or  the  plumbing,  sewerage,  drainage,  light  or  ventilation 
thereof,  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  housing  commissioner  in  a  con¬ 
dition  or  in  effect  dangerous  or  detrimental  to  life  or  health,  the 
commissioner  may  declare  that  the  same,  to  the  extent  he  may 
specify,  is  a  public  nuisance,  and  may  order  the  same  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  abated,  suspended,  altered  or  otherwise  improved  or  puri¬ 
fied,  as  the  order  shall  specify.  In  addition  to  the  above  powers 
the  commissioner  may  also  order  or  cause  any  dwelling  or  exca¬ 
vation,  building,  structure,  sewer,  plumbing  pipe,  passage,  prem¬ 
ises,  ground,  matter  or  thing,  in  or  about  a  dwelling,  or  the  lot  on 
which  it  is  situated,  to  be  purified,  cleansed,  disinfected,  removed, 
altered,  repaired  or  improved.  If  any  order  of  the  housing  com¬ 
missioner  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  provisions  of  this  act 
is  not  complied  with,  or  so  far  complied  with  as  he  may  regard  as 
reasonable,  within  five  days  after  the  service  thereof,  or  within 
such  shorter  time  as  he  may  designate,  then  such  order  may  be 
executed  by  said  commissioner  through  his  officers,  agents,  em¬ 
ployees  or  contractors. 

Sec.  hi.  Fire-Escapes.  The  owner  of  every  multiple-dw'ell- 
ing  on  which  there  are  fire-escapes  shall  keep  them  in  good  order 
and  repair,  and  whenever  rusty  shall  have  them  properly  painted 
with  two  coats  of  paint.  No  person  shall  at  any  time,  place  any 
incumbrance  of  any  kind  before  or  upon  any  such  fire-escape. 

Sec.  i  12.  Scuttles,  Bulkheads,  Ladders  and  Stairs.  In 
all  multiple  dwellings  where  there  are  scuttles  or  bulkheads  they 
and  all  stairs  or  ladders  leading  thereto  shall  be  easily  accessible 
to  all  occupants  of  the  building,  and  kept  free  from  incumbrance, 
and  ready  for  use  at  all  times.  No  scuttle  and  no  bulkhead  door 
shall  at  any  time  be  locked  with  a  key,  but  either  may  be  fastened 
on  the  inside  by  movable  bolts  or  hooks. 
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PART  VI. 

IMPROVEMENTS.  0 

In  This  Part  Will  Be  Found  Those  Improvements  In  The 
Older  Buildings  Required  As  A  Matter  of 
h  Compulsory  Legislation.  . 

rt  "q  rv  t  ,  ,  •  v'.  '  .  ■  ■  ,  ■  \  - 

<? .  ~  v  -  -  ■  ■  •  .  ..  •  ...[■■  ..  ■  • 

Sec.  i  13.  Rooms,  Lighting  and  Ventilation  of.  No  room 
in  a  dwelling:  erected  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  he  re- 
rafter  be;  occupied  for  living  purposes  unless  it  shall  have  a  window 
;of  .an  area  of  not  less  than  ten  square  feet  opening  directly  upon 
the  street,  or  upon  a  yard  not  less  than  ten  feet  deep,  or  above 
the  roof  of  an  adjoining  building,  or  upon  a  court  of  not  less 
Than  thirty  square  feet  in  area,  open  to  the  sky  without  roof  or 
skylight,  unless  such  room  is  located  on  the  top  floor  and  is  ade¬ 
quately  lighted  and  ventilated  by  a  skylight  opening  directly  to 
the  outer  air.  Every  room  which  cannot  be  made  to  comply 
with  the  above  provisions,  shall  have  one  or  more  partition 
: walls  removed,  making  it  part  of  an  adjoining  room  which  does 
so  comply  or  it  shall  be  vacated  and  so  maintained. 

Sec,  1 14.  Public  Halls  and  Stairs,  Lighting  and  Ven- 
•  tilation  of.  In  all  dwellings  erected  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act  the  public  halls  and  stairs  shall  be  provided  with  as  much 
light  and  ventilation  to  the  outer  air  as  may  be  deemed  practicable 
by  the  housing  commissioner,  who  may  order  the  cutting  in  of 
windows  and  skylights  and  such  other  improvements  and  alter¬ 
ations  in  said  dwellings  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  necessary  to 
accomplish  this  result.  All  new  skylights  hereafter  placed  in 
such  dwellings  shall  be  provided  with  ridge  ventilators  having  a 
minimum  opening  of  forty  square  inches  and  also  with  either 
fixed  or  movable  louvres  or  with  movable  sashes,  and  shall  be  of 
such  size  as  may  be  determined  to  be  practicable  by  said  commis¬ 
sioner.  .  • 

;  Sec.  11 5.  Sinks.  In  all  dwellings  erected  prior  to  the  pass¬ 
age  of  this  act,  the  woodwork  enclosing  sinks  shall  be  removed, 
and  the  space  underneath  said  sinks  shall  be  left  open.  The 
floors  and  wall  surfaces  beneath  and  around  the  sink  shall  be  put 
in  good  order  and  repair,  and  if  of  wood  shall  be  kept  well 
painted  with  light-colored  paint. 

"Sec.  1 16.  Water-Closets.  In  all  dwellings  erected  prior  to 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  woodwork  enclosing  all  water-closets 
shall  be  removed  from  the  front  of  said  closets,  and  the  space 
underneath  the  seat  shall  be  left  open.  The.  floor  or  other  sur¬ 
face  beneath  and  around  the  closet  shall  be  put  in  good  order 
and  repair  and  if  of  wood  shall  be  kept  well  painted  with  light- 
colored  paint. 

Sec.  117.  Privy  Vaults,  School-Sinks  and  Water- 
Closets.  Whenever  a  connection  with  a  sewer  is  possible,  all 
school-sinks,  privy  vaults,  cesspools,  or  other  similar  receptacles 
used  to  receive  fecal  matter,  urine  or  sewage,  shall  before  Jan¬ 
uary  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty  with  their  contents  be 
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completely  removed  and  the  place  where  they  were  located  prop¬ 
erly  disinfected  under  the  direction  of  the  housing  commissioner. 
Such  appliances  shall  be  replaced  by  individual  water-closets  of 
durable  non-absorbent  material,  properly  sewer  connected,  and 
with  individual  traps,  and  properly-connected  flush  tanks  provid¬ 
ing  an  ample  flush  of  water  to  cleanse  the  bowl  thoroughly. 
Each  such  water-closet  shall  be  located  inside  the  dwelling  in 
connection  with  which  it  is  to  be  used,  in  a  compartment  com¬ 
pletely  separated  from  every  other  water-closet,  and  such  com¬ 
partment  shall  contain  a  window  of  not  less  than  four  square 
feet  in  area  opening  directly  to  the  street,  or  rear  yard  or  on  a 
side  yard  or  court  of  the  minimum  size  prescribed  in  sections 
thirty  and  thirty-one  of  this  act,  or  on  a  court  constructed  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  seventy-two.  The  floors 
of  the  water-closet  compartments  shall  be  waterproof  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  section  fifty-one  of  this  act.  Pan,  plunger  and  long  hop¬ 
per  closets  will  not  be  permitted.  No  water-closet  shall  be 
placed  out  of  doors.  Such  water-closets  shall  be  provided  in 
such  numbers  as  required  by  section  eighty-nine  of  this  act.  Such 
water-closets  and  all  plumbing  in  connection  therewith  shall  be 
sanitary  in  every  respect  and  except  as  in  this  act  otherwise  pro¬ 
vided,  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  ordinances  and  regulations 
ifi!  relation  to  plumbing  and  drainage. 

.*  Sec.  i  i 8.  Basements  and  Cellars.  The  floor  of  the  cellar 
or  lowest  floor  of  every  dwelling  shall  be  free  from  dampness  and, 
when  necessary,  shall  be  concreted  with  four  inches  of  concrete 
of  good  quality  and  with  a  finished  surface.  The  cellar  ceiling 
of  every  dwelling  shall  be  plastered,  when  so  required  by  the 
housing  commissioner.  »  • 

!  Sec.  119.  Shafts  and  Courts.  In  every  dwelling  where 
'there  is  a  court  or  shaft  of  any  kind  there  shall  be,  at  the  bottom 
of  every  such  shaft  and  court,  a  door  giving  sufficient  access  to 
such  shaft  or  court  to  enable  it  to  be  properly  cleaned  out.  Pro¬ 
vided,  that  where  there  is  already  a  window  giving  proper  access 
if/ shall  be  deemed  sufficient. 

Sec.  120.  Egress.  Every  multiple-dwelling  exceeding  one 
'story  in  height  shall  have  at  least  two  independent  ways  of 
egress  constructed  and  arranged  as  provided  in  section  fifty- 
seven  of  this  act.  In  the  case  of  multiple-dwellings  erected  prior 
to  the  passage  of  this  act  where  it  is  not  practicable  to  comply  in 
all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  that  section,  the  building  com¬ 
missioner  shall  make  such  requirements  as  may  be  appropriate 
to  secure  proper  means  of  egress  from  such  multiple-dwellings 
for  all  the  occupants  thereof.  No  existing  fire-escape  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  unless  the  following  conditions  are  complied 
with : 

(1)  All  parts  of  it  shall  be  of  iron,  cement  or  stone. 

(2)  The  fire-escape  shall  consist  of  outside  balconies  which 
shall  be  properly  connected  with  each  other  by  adequate  stairs 
or  stationary  ladders,  with  openings  not  less  than  twenty-four 
by  twenty-eight  inches. 
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(3)  All  fire-escapes  shall  have  proper  drop  ladders  or  stair¬ 
ways  from  the  lowest  balcony  of  sufficient  length  to  reach  a  safe 
landing  place  beneath. 

(4)  All  fire-escapes  not  on  the  street  shall  have  a  safe  and 
adequate  means  of  egress  from  the  yard  or  court  to  the  street  or 
alley  or  to  the  adjoining  premises. 

(5)  Prompt  and  ready  access  shall  be  had  to  all  fire-escapes, 
which  shall  not  be  obstructed  by  bath-tubs,  water-closets,  sinks  or 
other  fixtures,  or  in  any  other  way. 

All  fire-escapes  that  are  already  erected  which  do  not  conform; 
to  the  requirements  of  this  section  may  be  altered  by  the  owner; 
to  make  them  so  conform  in  lieu  of  providing  new  fire-escapes, 
but  no  existing  five-escape  shall  be  extended  or  have  its  location 
changed  except  with  the  written  approval  of  the  building  com¬ 
missioner.  All  fire-escapes  hereafter  erected  on  any  multiple¬ 
dwelling  shall  be  located  and  constructed  as  prescribed  in  Sec.  58 
of  this  act.  \  : 

Sec.  121.  Additional  Means  of  Egress.  Whenever  a  mul¬ 
tiple-dwelling  is  not  provided  with  sufficient  means  of  egress  in 
case  of  fire,  the  building  commissioner  shall  order  such  additional 
means  of  egress  as  may  be  necessary. 

Sec.  122.  Roof  Egress,  Scuttles,  Bulkheads,  Ladders  and 
Stairs.  Every  flat-roofed  multiple-dwelling  exceeding  one 
story  in  height  erected  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  have 
in  the  roof  a  bulkhead,  or  a  scuttle  which  shall  be  not  less  than 
two  feet  by  three  feet  in  size.  All  such  bulkheads  and  scuttles 
shall  be  fire-proof  or  covered  on  the  outside  with  metal  and  shall 
be  provided  with  stairs  or  stationary  ladders  leading  thereto  and 
easily  accessible  to  all  occupants  of  the  building.  No  scuttle  or 
bulkhead  shall  be  located  in  a  room,  but  shall  be  located  in  the 
ceiling  of  the  public  hall  on  the  top  floor,  and  access  through  the 
same  to  the  roof  shall  be  direct  and  uninterrupted.  When 
deemed  necessary  by  the  building  commissioner  scuttles  shall 
be  hinged  so  as  to  open  readily.  Every  bulkhead  in  such  mul¬ 
tiple-dwelling  shall  have  stairs  with  a  guide  or  hand-rail  leading 
to  the  roof,  and  such  stairs  shall  be  kept  free  from  incumbrance 
at  all  times.  No  scuttle  and  no  bulkhead  door  shall  at  any  time 
be  locked  with  a  key,  but  either  may  be  fastened  on  the  inside  by 
movable  bolts  or  hooks.  All  key-locks  on  scuttles  and  on  bulk¬ 
head  doors  shall  be  removed. 
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PART  VII. 


REQUIREMENTS  AND  REMEDIES. 

In  This  Part  Will  Be  Found  the  Legal  Requirements, 
Penalties  For  Violations  of  the  Law.  Etc. 


.  Sec.  123.  Permit  To  Commence  Building.  Before  the 
construction  or  alteration  of  a  dwelling,  or  the  alteration  or  con¬ 
version  of  a  building  for  use  as  a  dwelling,  is  commenced,  and 
before  the  construction  or  alteration  of  any  building  or  struc¬ 
ture  on  the  same  lot  with  a  dwelling,  the  owner,  or  his  agent, 
of  architect,  shall  submit  to  the  housing  commissioner  a  detailed 
statement  in  writing,  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  the  person  mak¬ 
ing  the  same,  of  the  specifications  for  such  dwelling  or  building, 
upon  blanks  or  forms  to  be  furnished  by  such  commissioner,  and 
also  full  and  complete  copies  of  the  plans  of  such  work.  With 
such  statement  there  shall  be  submitted  a  plat  of  the  lot  show¬ 
ing  the  dimensions  of  the  same,  the  location  of  the  proposed 
building  and  all  other  buildings  on  the  lot.  Such  statement  shall 
£ive  in  full  the  name  and  residence,  by  street  and  number,  of  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  dwelling  or  building  and  the  purpose  for 
which  such  dwelling  or  building  will  be  used.  If  such  construc¬ 
tion,  alteration  or  conversion  is  proposed  to  be  made  by  any  other 
person  than  the  owner  of  the  land  in  fee,  such  statement  shall 
Contain  the  full  name  and  residence,  by  street  and  number,  not 
only  of  the  owner  of  the  land,  but  of  every  person  interested  in, 
such  dwelling,  either  as  owner,  lessee  or  in  any  representative 
Capacity.  Said  affidavit  shall  allege  that  said  specifications  and 
plans  are  true  and  contain  a  correct  description  of  such  dwell¬ 
ing,  building,  structure,  lot  and  proposed  work.  The  state¬ 
ments  and  affidavits  herein  provided  for  may  be  made  by  the 
owner,  or  by  the  person  who  proposes  to  make  the  construction, 
alteration  or  conversion,  or  by  his  agent  or  architect.  No  person, 
however,  shall  be  recognized  as  the  agent  of  the  owner,  unless  he 
shall  file  with  the  said  commissioner  a  written  instrument,  signed 
by  such  owner,  designating  him  as  such  agent.  Any  false  swear¬ 
ing  in  a  material  point  in  any  such  affidavit  shall  be  deemed  per¬ 
jury-  Such  specifications,  plans  and  statements  shall  be  filed  in 
the  housing  department  and  shall  be  deemed  public  records,  but 
no  such  specifications,  plans  or  statements  shall  be  removed  from 
said  department.  The  housing  commissioner  shall  cause  all  such 
plans  and  specifications  to  be  examined.  If  such  plans  and 'speci¬ 
fications  conform  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  relative  to  the  light 
and  ventilation  and  sanitation  of  tenement  houses  hereafter 
erected  01  altered,  as  the  case  may  be,  they  shall  be  approved  by 
the  housing  commissioner  and  a  written  certificate  to  that  effect 
shall  be  issued  by  him  to  the  person  submitting  the  same.  Such 
commissioner  may,  from  time  to  time,  approve  changes  in  any 
plans  and  specifications  previously  approved  by  him,  provided 
the  plans  and  specifications  when  so  changed  shall  be  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  law.  The  construction,  alteration  or  conversion  of 


33 


such  dwelling,  building  or  structure,  shall  not  be  commenced  un¬ 
til  the  filing  of  such  specifications,  plans  and  statements,  and  the 
approval  thereof,  as  above  provided.  The  construction,  altera¬ 
tion  or  conversion  of  such  dwelling,  building  or  structure,  shall 
be  in  accordance  with  such  approved  specifications  and  plans; 
Any  permit  or  approval  issued  by  the  housing  commissioner  urn 
der  which  no  work  has  been  done  above  the  foundation  walls* 
within  one  year  from  the  time  of  the  issuance  of  such  permit  or 
approval,  shall  expire  by  limitation.  Such  commissioner  shall 
have  power  to  revoke  or  cancel  any  permit  or  approval  in  case 
of  any  failure  or  neglect  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  in  case  any  false  statement  or  representation  is  made 
in  any  specifications,  plans  or  statements  submitted  or  filed  for 
such  permit  or  approval. 

Sec.  124.  Certificate  of  Compliance.  No  building  here¬ 
after  constructed  as  or  altered  into  a  dwelling  shall  be  occupied 
in  whole  or  in  part  for  human  habitation  until  the  issuance  of  a 
certificate  by  the  housing  commissioner  that  said  dwelling  con¬ 
forms  in  all  respects  to  the  requirements  of  this  act  relative  to 
dwellings  hereafter  erected.  Such  certificate  shall  be  issued 
within  fifteen  days  after  written  application  therefor,  if  said 
dwelling  at  the  date  of  such  application  shall  be  entitled  thereto. 
In  the  case  of  a  multiple-dwelling,  the  presentation  of  such  certi¬ 
ficate  shall  entitle  the  owner  to  the  issuance  of  a  license,  as  here¬ 
inafter  provided,  for  the  remainder  of  the  calendar  year  in  which 
such  certificate  was  granted,  without  further  inspection. 

Sec.  125.  Unlawful  Occupation.  If  any  building  hereaf¬ 
ter  constructed  as  or  altered  into  a  dwelling  be  occupied  in  whole 
or  in  part  for  human  habitation  in  violation  of  Section  one  hun¬ 
dred  twenty-four  of  this  act  or  in  violation  of  Sections  one  hun¬ 
dred  thirty-seven  to  one  hundred  forty-one  inclusive,  during  such 
unlawful  occupation  no  rent  shall  be  recoverable  by  the  owner  or 
lessee  of  such  premises  for  said  period,  and  no  action  or  special 
proceeding  shall  be  maintained  therefor,  or  for  possession  of 
said  premises  -for  non-payment  of  such  rent,  and  said  premises 
shall  be  deemed  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  the  department 
of  housing  may  cause  them  to  be  vacated  accordingly. 

Sec.  126.  Penalties  for  Violations.  Every  person  who 
shall  violate  or  assist  in  the  violation  of  any  provision  of  this  act 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  punishable  by  imprisonment  for 
ten  days  for  each  and  every  day  that  such  violation  shall  continue, 
or  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor  more  than  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  if  the  offense  be  not  wilful,  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  if  the  offense  be  wilful,  and  in  every  case  of  ten  dol¬ 
lars  for  each  day  after  the  first  that  such  violation  shall  continue, 
or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court ;  provided  that  the  penalty  for  incumbrance  of  a  fire-escape 
by  an  occupant  of  a  multiple-dwelling  shall  be  a  fine  of  two  dol¬ 
lars,  which  the  nearest  police  magistrate  shall  have  jurisdiction 
to  impose.  The  owner  of  any  dwelling,  or  of  any  building  or 
structure  upon  the  Same  lot  with  a  dwelling,  or  of  the  said  lot, 
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where  any  violation  of  this  act  or  a  nuisance  exists,  and  any  per¬ 
son  who  shall  violate  or  assist  in  violating  any  provision  of  this  act, 
or  any  notice  or  order  of  the  housing  commissioner,  shall  also 
jointly  and  severally  for  each  such  violation  and  each  such  nuis¬ 
ance  be  subject  to  a  civil  penalty  of  fifty  dollars.  Such  persons 
shall  also  be  liable  for  all  costs,  expenses  and  disbursements  paid 
or  incurred  by  the  housing  department,  by  any  of  the  officers 
thereof  or  by  any  agent,  employe  or  contractor  of  the  same,  in 
the  removal  of  any  such  nuisance  or  violation.  Any  person  who 
having  been  served  with  a  notice  or  order  to  remove  any  such 
nuisance  or  violation,  shall  fail  to  comply  with  said  notice  or  or¬ 
der  within  five  days  after  such  service,  or  shall  continue  to  vio¬ 
late  any  provision  or  requirement  of  this  act  in  the  respect  named 
in  said  notice  or  order,  shall  also  be  subject  to  a  civil  penalty 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  For  the  recovery  of  any  such 
penalties,  costs,  expenses  or  disbursements,  an  action  may  be 
brought  in  any  court  of  civil  jurisdiction.  In  case  the  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  license  required  by  sections  one  hundred  thirty-seven 
and  one  hundred  thirty-eight  of  this  act  is  not  filed,  or  in  case 
the  owner,  lessee  or  other  person  having  control  of  such  dwelling 
does  not  reside  within  the  state,  or  can  not  after  diligent  effort 
be  served  with  process  therein,  the  existence  of  a  nuisance  or  of 
any  violation  of  this  act,  or  of  any  violation  of  an  order  or  a 
notice  made  by  said  department,  in  said  dwelling  or  on  the  lot  on 
which  it  is  situated,  shall  subject  said  dwelling  and  lot  to  a  pen¬ 
alty  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Said  penalty  shall  be  a 
lien  upon  said  dwelling  and  lot. 

Sec.  127.  Procedure.  Except  as  herein  otherwise  specified, 
the  procedure  for  the  prevention  of  violations  of  this  act,  or  for 
the  vacation  of  premises  unlawfully  occupied,  or  for  other  abate¬ 
ment  of  nuisance  in  connection  with  a  dwelling,  shall  be  as  set 
forth  in  charter  and  ordinances.  In  case  any  dwelling,  building 
or  structure  is  constructed,  altered,  converted  or  maintained  in 
violation  of  any  provision  of  this  act  or  of  any  order  or  notice 
of  the  housing  commissioner,  or  in  case  a  nuisance  exists  in  any 
such  dwelling,  building  or  structure  or  upon  the  lot  on  which  it 
is  situated,  said  commissioner  may  institute  any  appropriate  ac¬ 
tion  or  proceeding  to  prevent  such  unlawful  construction,  alter¬ 
ation,  conversion  or  maintenance,  to  restrain,  correct  or  abate 
such  violation  or  nuisance,  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  said 
dwelling,  building  or  structure,  or  to  prevent  any  illegal  act, 
conduct  or  business  in  or  about  such  dwelling  or  lot.  In  any  such 
action  or  proceeding  said  housing  commissioner  may,  by  af¬ 
fidavit  setting  forth  the  facts,  apply  to  the  supreme  court,  or 
to  any  justice  thereof,  for  an  order  granting  the  relief  for  which 
said  action  or  proceeding  is  brought,  or  for  an  order  enjoining  all 
persons  from  doing  or  permitting  to  be  done  any  work  in  or 
about  such  dwelling,  building,  structure  or  lot,  or  from  occupying 
or  using  the  same  for  any  purpose,  until  the  entry  of  final 
;  judgment  or  order.  In  case  any  notice  or  order  issued  by  said 
commissioner  is  not  complied  with,  said  commissioner  may  ap- 
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ply  to  the  supreme  court,  or  to  any  justice  thereof,  for  an  order 
authorizing  him  to  execute  and  carry  out  the  provisions  of  said 
notice  or  order,  to  remove  any  violation  specified  in  said  notice 
or  order,  or  to  abate  any  nuisance  in  or  about  such  dwelling, 
building  or  structure,  or  the  lot  upon  which  it  is  situated.  The 
court,  or  any  justice  thereof,  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  any 
order  specified  in  this  section.  In  no  case  shall  the  housing 
commissioner,  the  housing  department  or  any  officer  or  employe 
thereof,  or  the  city,  be  liable  for  costs  in  any  action  or  proceed¬ 
ing  that  may  be  commenced  in  pursuance  of  this  act.  The  ac¬ 
tions,  proceedings  and  authority  of  the  housing  commissioner 
shall  be  treated  as  prima  facie  just  and  legal. 

Sec.  128.  Tenant's  Responsibility.  If  the  occupant  of  a 
dwelling  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  after 
due  and  proper  notice  from  the  housing  commissioner,  such 
failure  to  comply  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  cause  for  the  sum¬ 
mary  eviction  of  such  tenant  by  the  owner  and  the  cancellation' 
of  his  lease. 

Sec.  129.  Liens.  Every  fine  imposed  by  judgment  under 
section  one  hundred  twenty-five  of  this  act  shall  be  a  lien  upon 
the  building  and  land  in  relation  to  which  the  fine  is  imposed 
from  the  time  of  the  filing  of  a  certified  copy  of  the  judgment  in 
the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds  for  the  county  or  district  in 
which  such  building  is  situated,  subject  only  to  taxes,  assessments 
and  water  rates  and  other  existing  lawful  incumbrances,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  housing  commissioner  upon  the  entry  of 
said  judgment  forthwith  to  file  the  copy  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
copy,  upon  such  filing,  shall  forthwith  be  indexed  by  the  register 
of  deeds  under  the  name  of  the  party  against  whom  such  judg¬ 
ment  is  issued.  The  fee  for  filing  and  indexing  shall  be  fifty 
cents. 

Sec.  130.  Lis  Pendens.  In  any  action  or  proceeding  insti¬ 
tuted  by  the  housing  commissioner,  the  petitioner  may  file  in  the 
office  of  the  register  of  deeds  for  the  county  or  district  where 
the  property  affected  by  such  action  or  proceeding  is  situated,  a 
notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  action  of  proceeding.  The  regis¬ 
ter  of  deeds  with  whom  the  notice  is  filed  shall  record  it,  and 
shall  index  it  under  the  name  of  the  owner  of  said  property.  Any 
such  notice  may  be  vacated  by  the  order  of  a  justice  of  the  court- 
in  which  the  action  or  proceeding  was  instituted  or  is  pending. 
The  register  of  deeds  of  the  county  or  the  district  where  the  no¬ 
tice  is  filed  is  hereby  directed  to  mark  the  notice  and  any  record 
thereof  as  cancelled  of  record,  properly  indexing  the  same,  upon 
the  presentation  and  filing  of  a  certified  copy  of  such  order.  The 
fee  for  filing  such  notice  shall  be  fifty  cents  and  the  fee  for  filing 
such  discharge  or  cancellation  shall  be  twenty-five  cents. 

Sec.  1 31.  Service  of  Notices  and  Orders.  Every  notice 
or  order  in  relation  to  a  dwelling  shall  be  served  five  days  before 
the  time  for  doing  the  thing  in  relation  to  which  it  shall  have 
been  issued.  The  posting  of  a  copy  of  such  notice  or  order  in 
a  conspicuous  place  in  the  dwelling,  together  with  the  mailing  of 
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a *fe<^yj thereof;  on  the  same  day.  that  it  is  posted,  to  each  person, 
Mrany,.  whose  name  has  been  filed  with  the  department  of  housing 
ini  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sections  one  hundred  thirty- 
eight. and  one  hundred  forty  of  this  act,  at  his  address  as  there¬ 
with  filed,  shall  be  sufficient  service  thereof. 
v  .Seg.  132.  Service  of  Summons.  In  any  action  brought  by 
the  housing  commissioner  in  relation  to  a  dwelling  for  injunction, 
vacation  of  the  premises  or  other  abatement  of  nuisance,  or  to 
establish  a  lien  thereon,  it  shall  be  sufficient  service  of  the  sum¬ 
mons  to  serve  the  same  as  notices  and  orders  are  served,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  last  section;  provided,  that  if  the  address 
of  any  agent  whose  name  and  address  have  been  filed  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  provisions  of  section  one  hundred  thirty-eight  of 
this  act  is  in  the  city  of  Boston,  then  a  copy  of  the  summons 
Shall  also  be  delivered  at  such  address  to  a  person  of  proper  age. 
if  upon  reasonable  application  admittance  can  be  obtained  and 
such  person  found ;  and  provided,  also,  that  personal  service  of 
the  summons  upon  the  owner  of  such  dwelling  shall  be  sufficient 
service  thereof  upon  him. 

Sec.  133.  Enforcement.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  enforced  by  the  housing  commissioner,  except  that  the  build¬ 
ing  commissioner  shall  enforce  sections  fifty-four,  fifty-five,  fifty- 
six,  fifty-seven,  fifty-eight,  fifty-nine,  seventy-eight,  seventy- 
nine;  one  hundred  twenty,  one  hundred  twenty-one  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  twenty-two.  :  1 

;  An  action  may  also  be  brought  and  proceedings  taken  for  the 
enforcement  of  this  act  by  any  taxpayer  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Sec.  134.  Inspection  of  dwellings.  The  housing  commis¬ 
sioner  shall  cause  a  periodic  inspection  to  be  made  of  every  mul¬ 
tiple-dwelling  at  least  once  a  year.  Such  inspection  shall  include 
thorough  examination  of  all  parts  of  such  multiple-dwellings  and 
the  premises  connected  therewith.  The  housing  commission  is 
also  hereby  empowered  to  make  similar  inspections  of  all  dwell¬ 
ings  as  frequently  as  may  be  necessary. 

.  Sec.  135.  Right  of  Entry.  The  housing  commissioner  and 
all  inspectors,  officers  and  employes  of  the  housing  department, 
may  without  fee  or  hindrance  enter,  examine  and  survey  all 
premises,  grounds,  erections,  structures,  apartments,  dwellings, 
buildings  and  every  part  thereof  in  the  city.  The  owner  or  bis 
agent  or  representative  and  the  lessee  and  occupant  of  every 
dwelling  and  every  person  having  the  care  and  management  there¬ 
of  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  when  required  by  any  of  such 
officers  or  persons  give  them  free  access  to  such  dwellings  and 
premises.  The  owner  of  a  dwelling  and  his  agents  and  employes 
:  shall  have  right  of  access  to  such  dwelling  at  reasonable  times 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  compliance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act  or  any  order  issued  thereunder. 

Sec.  136.  Injunction;  Undertaking.  No  preliminary  in¬ 
junction  shall  be  granted  against  the  housing  department  or  its 
officers  except  by  the  supreme  court  or  a  justice  thereof  after 
)  service  of  at  least  three  days’  notice,  together  with  copies  of  the 
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papers  upon  which  the  motion  for  such  injunction  is  to  be  made.. 
Whenever  such  department  shall  seek  any  provisional  remedy 
or  shall  prosecute  an  appeal  it  shall  not  be  necessary  before  ob¬ 
taining  or  prosecuting  the  same  to  give  a  bond. 

Sec.  137.  Licenses  Required  for  Multiple-Dwellings. 
On  and  after  the  date  on  which  this  act  shall  go  into  effect,  no 
multiple-dwelling  shall  be  occupied  or  permitted  to  be  occupied 
unless  the  owner,  lessee  or  other  person  having  control  thereof, 
or  operating  the  same,  shall  have  first  applied  for  and  obtained 
the  required  license  as  hereinafter  provided,  which  license  shall 
expire  not  later  than  the  calendar  year  for  which  it  was  issued, 
irrespective  of  the  date  of  its  issuance,  and  shall  not  be 
transferable.  Whenever  the  interest  of  such  licensee  in  the 
dwelling  for  the  occupancy  of  which  the  license  was  issued  shall 
cease,  or  such  dwelling  shall  have  been  brought  within  one  of 
the  other  grades  defined  by  law  or  ordinance  by  reason  of  a 
change  in  use,  said  license  shall  immediately  become  void ;  pro¬ 
vided,  however,  that  upon  the  death  of  a  licensee,  the  license 
shall  nevertheless  be  valid  for  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  such 
death  in  favor  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  licensee,  or  of 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  dwelling  passes  by  law,  but 
in  no  case  shall  such  thirty  days  extend  such  license  beyond  the 
end  of  the  calendar  year  for  which  it  was  issued. 

Sec.  138.  Licenses,  Applications  and  Fees.  Every  appli¬ 
cation  for  any  license  provided  by  this  act,  shall  be  in  a  form 
approved  by  the  housing  commissioner,  and  shall  state  the  name 
and  address  of  the  applicant,  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  interest 
in  the  dwelling  for  which  the  license  is  desired;  and,  if  the  appli¬ 
cant  is  not  the  owner  of  such  dwelling,  then  the  application  shall 
also  state  the  name  and  address  of  the  owner;  said  application 
shall  further  state  the  location  of  the  dwelling  for  which  the 
lisence  is  desired ;  the  number  of  rooms  therein ;  the  number  of 
apartments  into  which  said  rooms  are  divided,  together  with  such 
other  information  as  may  be  required  by  the  housing  commis- 
soner;  and  such  application  shall  be  accompanied  in  the  case  of 
a  multiple-dwelling  of  Class  A,  by  a  fee  of  one  dollar  for  each 
apartment,  group  or  suite  of  rooms  in  the  dwelling  for  which  such 
license  is  desired,  and  in  the  case  of  a  multiple-dwelling  of  Class 
B.  by  a  fee  of  one  dollar  for  every  ten  persons  or  fraction  thereof 
designed  to  be  accommodated  in  such  dwelling. 

Sec.  139.  Licenses,  Issuance  of.  The  license  shall  be  is¬ 
sued  by  the  housing  commissioner  without  further  charge,  if,  af¬ 
ter  a  thorough  inspection,  the  dwelling  is  found  to  comply  in 
all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  A  license  may  be  is¬ 
sued,  without  special  inspection,  if  the  records  of  the  department 
show  that  the  dwelling  complied  in  all  respects  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act  at  the  date  of  a  similiarly  thorough  inspection 
made  within  six  months,  and  if  no  complaint  relative  to  such 
dwellng  has  been  since  received,  and  if  no  change  of  occupancy 
has  occurred. 
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Sec.  140.  Licenses,  Record  and  Revocation  of.  The 
housing  commissioner  shall  keep  a  public  record  of  all  licenses 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  original  applica¬ 
tions  shall  be  kept  in  the  permanent  files.  The  housing  commis¬ 
sioner  shall  have  the  power  to  revoke  any  license  if  the  multiple¬ 
dwelling  for  which  such  license  is  granted  does  not  comply  in 
all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  with  all  laws, 
ordinances,  rules  and  regulations  applicable  to  such  multiple¬ 
dwelling  and  the  use  to  which  it  is  put,  or  intended  to  be  put, 
or  if  any  false  statement  shall  be  made  by  the  applicant  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  issuance  of  such  license. 

Sec.  141.  Licenses  To  Be  Displayed.  It  shall  be  unlawful 
for  any  person  to  let,  rent,  lease,  conduct  or  maintain  any  mul¬ 
tiple-dwelling  as  defined  in  this  act,  unless  a  license  duly  issued, 
as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  in  force  at  the  time  of  occu¬ 
pancy,  and  unless  such  license  shall  at  all  times  be  displayed 
in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the  wall  within  and  close  to  the 
outer  entrance  of  such  multiple-dwelling  and  each  day’s  oc¬ 
cupancy  in  violation  of  this  act  shall  constitute  a  separate  of¬ 
fense  punishable  as  herein  provided. 

Sec.  142.  Limitation  of  Court  Decision.  If  any  clause, 
sentence,  paragraph  or  part  of  this  act  shall  for  any  reason  be 
adjudged  by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  to  be  invalid, 
such  judgment  shall  not  affect,  impair  or  invalidate  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  this  act,  but  shall  be  confined  in  its  operation  to  the 
clause,  sentence,  paragraph  or  part  thereof  directly  involved 
in  the  controversy  in  which  such  judgment  shall  have  been 
rendered. 

Sec.  143.  Laws  Repealed.  The  provisions  of  sections  forty- 
two  to  seventy-six  inclusive  of  Chapter  550  of  the  Acts  of  1907, 
and  all  subsequent  amendments  to  such  sections,  are  hereby 
repealed ;  and,  further,  all  other  statutes  or  ordinances  or  parts 
thereof  so  far  as  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  144.  When  to  Take  Effect.  -This  act  shall  take  effect 
October  1,  1918. 


